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Welcome to ODU! u Thank you for joining me today. 

u We will be reviewing the following 
information to aid in your transition 
into our Monarch community.

u Finish in Four

u Getting to Graduation

u General Education

u Major Requirements 

u Preparing for registration

u CS curriculum

u CS 4 yr plan

Mirta Williams, M.S. Ed.

Coordinator, First Year Student Success

Advisor Computer Science- Freshmen



Finish in 4 years Initiative

Ø University Initiative to help student’s complete degrees within 4 years

Ø Each semester students must enroll in at least 12- 15 credit hours and in 
most cases need to take summer courses.

A minimum of 120 credits are required for all bachelor’s  degrees. 

120/4 =  30 credits per academic year   or   30 cr./2 semesters= 15 cr. per semesters        
or you can take each semester 12 cr +12 cr + 6cr in summer = 30cr.                   

Or any other variable

Ø Contact Financial Aid early if you are planning on taking Summer courses

Ø Requires that students evaluate/assess strengths and weaknesses EARLY! 

Ø It is a commitment for the student and the family.



Preparing for  Fall 2020  Registration       

What Do You Take???

let’s go
 over 

your ch
oices 

now!

take out your 
major curriculum worksheet 



GRADUATION!
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- plus-
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(minimum)

#2

Major 

& 
Department 
Coursework

-plus-
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in your major 
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-plus-
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for 
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At ODU All students follow the same path to 
graduation:



General Education Requirements 
( Some of these are really specific to your major)

Sk
ill

s Written Communication

Mathematics

Oral Communication

Language & Culture: 

Information Literacy & Research

W
ay

s 
of

 K
no

w
in

g

Literature

Interpreting the Past

Human Behavior

Philosophy & Ethics

Impact of Technology         

Human Creativity

Nature of Science                       



General Education, Cont.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

All students are required to 
complete TWO English 

Composition courses totaling 6 
credits =

(1) ENGLISH 110C
+

(2) ENGLISH   231C (for CS)

Your placement is based on the WSPT
If you have not taken the WSPT do so 

ASAP

*If you have credit for ENGL 110C 
(AP/IB/Dual/CLEP) you do not need to 

take the WSPT

Score of 1
Engl 101 + Engl 110C

Score of 3
ENGLISH 110C: English 

Composition I

No Score
No English Composition

Class can be taken until score 
is posted.

Take the test!



General Education, Cont.
MATHEMATICS

No SAT < 540/ACT 22                   Math 103M

SAT 540-570/ACT 22-24                MATH 102M 

SAT 580-680/ACT 25-29                MATH 162M

SAT 690-730/ACT 30-32                MATH 163M

SAT 740-800/ACT 33-36                MATH 211



Math 162M -
PRE CALC I

Math 163M –
PRECALC II 

MATH 211 - CALCULUS I

MATH 316 – INTRO LINEAR   
ALGEBRA

STAT 330 – INTRO 
PROBABILITY & STATS

MATH 212 – CALCULUS II

Math 102/103M -
COLLEGE ALGEBRA

You might need:                 Math in CS Major:



LANGUAGE & CULTURE 

All student are required to (0-6 
credits) of any ONE listed 

language

*Some degrees require completion of 
intermediate level language. This is important 

to keep in mind if you change majors
satisfy 0-2 courses 

You Are EXEMPT From Foreign Language if you meet 
one of the below requirements:

You completed 3 years of 1 language in high school
You completed 2 years of 2 languages in high school
You graduated high school prior to December, 1985

General Education, Cont.



Got Credits?
Please be certain that any transfer credits (AP, IB, Dual enrollment, etc.) from high 

school or other colleges have been posted to your ODU transcript

If any are missing, contact the ODU Admissions Office ASAP to find out the status: 
(757) 683-3685



Registering for Classes
1.     How many classes would you like to take this Fall? 12 credits is considered

full time.   Most students take 12-15 credits their first semester

2.    Just for the Fall semester you will be pre-registered for up to 3 courses    

by the registrar. 

3.     On your orientation day, during our afternoon zoom meeting,  you will then

add 1-2 more classes to your schedule- I advise you to add your Engl 110C 
and a Human Behavior…unless you have prior credits for these

4.     I will help you register for 1-2 classes and you can  ask me any question you

have.





SO WHAT DO I ACTUALLY 
CHOOSE?

1 
Written 

Communication
ENGL 110C

2 
Mathematics

(A definite in CS)

3 
Introductory 

Major 
Course(s)

If possible

4 
Remaining 

Lower General 
Education 

Course

5 
Remaining 

Lower General 
Education 

Course

u Examples of General Education classes could be:  Oral Communication, Human 
Behavior, Human Creativity, Interpreting the Past, Literature, Philosophy & Ethics, 
Language and Culture or Information Literacy.  It is all up to you !!



.









Factors to Consider for Registration: 
1.    Did you taken IB,  AP, Dual enrollment or College credits? 

_     Have the scores been posted and sent to ODU? 

_     Were you given credit for these classes?
-- PLEASE let us know if you have taken these classes

and you are still awaiting scores or for them to be posted

2.    Consider your learning preferences:

u Time of day (morning, afternoon, evening)

u Location (Main campus, Virginia Beach)
u Number of classes per day (2-3 is typical)

3.   When will you study?
u Allocate 2-3 hours per week of study time per credit hour

(3 credits = 6-9 hours of study time)

4.   Other considerations:

u Commute times/traffic
u Work/Family obligations

Still more to consider:

u What is plan B? Plan C?

BALANCE is KEY !!!



So, Who Will Help You 
When You Get Stuck?

You must help 
yourself- don’t be 
afraid to ask for 

assistance!

ADVISING IS KEY!!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_Qk_OiBFN0


Important Information to Remember:

u PLEASE READ YOUR EMAILS… 

Especially the ones from your advisor, financial aid, 

instructors, etc.

u You need to see your advisor once a semester for your 
academic hold to be removed

u Prior to your academic advising appointment you 

MUST have completed your Degree Works Plan

u You WILL ALWAYS have an Degree Plan hold, the date is 
what changes when your  hold is removed

u If you are sent an email from an advisor, FA, tutor etc. 
about mandatory workshops, meetings, etc… you MUST 
attend

u Remember: I advise BUT YOU decide


