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• Three to four week programs in the UK for 
U.S. undergraduate students. 

• All expenses paid!
• 3.6 GPA required.
• Deadline February 3, 2025.

S CHOL AR SHIP S  
OPEN NOW !

• Spend 8-12 months in a host country. 
• All expenses paid!
• Graduates and recent graduates are eligible.
• Conduct research, or teach English abroad.
• Deadline early October.

Stromae and Pomme are  two popular  
s ingers  in  France .

Peace Corps:
Make a  Difference

" I t  has  changed my l i fe , "  sa id  Melanie  Graham ,  a  
former  Peace  Corps  member  who served in  Ukra ine .  
Graham commit ted  27  months  of  her  20 's  to  
exper ience  another  cu l ture .  She  was  p laced wi th  a  
host  fami ly  to  he lp  her  in tegrate  in to  the  communi ty .  
Graham was  handpicked as  a  un ivers i ty  teacher  of  
Eng l i sh  and got  pa id  the  host  country 's  sa lary .  Graham 
at tests  that  the  Peace  Corps  he lped her  deve lop  hard  
and sof t  sk i l l s  which  has  he lped her  grow persona l ly  
and profess iona l ly .  
Th is  was  espec ia l l y  he lpfu l  for  
Graham because  she  was  
pos i t i ve  that  she  wanted to  
work  at  a  un ivers i ty  in  the  
future .  Her  dreams came t rue  
as  she  i s  the  Director  of  
Strategic  In it iat ives  at  Old  
Dominion Univers ity .  

There  are  so  many  benefits  to  
jo in ing  such  as  loan forg iveness ,  
access  to  fe l lowships ,  a  $10 ,000
re locat ion  package  and even a  
fas t  t rack  in to  federa l  jobs .  

At  the  end of  the  day ,  the  Peace  Corps  wants  people  to  
commit  and s tand by  PEACE and FRIENDSHIP .  
Interested?  Emai l  o ic@odu.edu.

Interested?  Emai l  o ic@odu.edu.
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Fulbr ight  UK Summer Inst itutes

• Undergraduate and graduate students are 
both eligible. Boren recipients are guaranteed 
a one year job with the federal government, 

• All majors are welcome. 
• Deadline Jan. 22, 2025. 

The Boren Awards

U.S .  Fulbr ight  Program

Taste  of  France:
Ma Mei l leure  Ennemie 

By: Sharesa Veney
Podcast and Social Media Intern

A division of the Graduate School

December 2024

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_C9D3-TWcum8Jvguj9U5Ks7MRUR0CDkD_cu8H_j4CR3v1tw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_C9D3-TWcum8Jvguj9U5Ks7MRUR0CDkD_cu8H_j4CR3v1tw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ll8ThFiR1tk
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://www.borenawards.org/
https://fulbright.org.uk/our-programmes/undergraduate-and-pre-university-programmes/uk-summer-institutes/
https://www.odu.edu/international-collaborations
mailto:oic@odu.edu
mailto:oic@odu.edu
mailto:oic@odu.edu


DEIB:  D ivers i ty ,  Equi ty ,
Inc lus ion ,  and Be long ing

Office of International Collaborations | oic@odu.edu | www.odu.edu/international-collaborations

Research  Methods  for  Soc ia l  Sc iences
Leona McGrowan i s  a  Ph .D.  candidate  in  h igher  educat ion  current ly  
wr i t ing  her  d isser tat ion .  Th is  course  a l lowed her  to  use  what  she  
learned d i rect ly  in  her  current  research  and wr i t ing .  McGrowan 
prompts  s tudents  to  check  the i r  s tudent  emai l s  f requent ly  because  an  
announcement  f rom OIC  wi th  an  amaz ing  opportun i ty  l i ke  th is  may  be  
awai t ing  in  the i r  inboxes .  Th is  was  a  t rue  in ternat iona l  exper ience  as  
her  professor  was  f rom the  Midd le  East  and taught  in  Japan.  
McGrowan found her  KU professor  very  he lpfu l  and access ib le  and a l l  
the  on l ine  mater ia ls  very  usefu l .  McGrowan's  t ip  for  when tak ing  an  
in ternat iona l  v i r tua l  c lass :  Take  note  of  day l ight  sav ing  t ime changes !   

Explor ing  Japan with  Kansai  Univers ity :  
A  V i r tua l  Exper ience

Japanese  Pop Cul ture Understanding  
Organizat iona l  Cu l ture

Tris tan  Washington found the  opportun i ty  to  take  
th is  course  through the  un ivers i ty  
announcements .  A f ter  reach ing  out  to  Scot t  Ber l in  
a t  the  OIC ,  she  p icked  the  c lass  Understanding  
Organizat ion  Cu l ture  and learned about  how 
leadersh ip  d iffers  in  d ifferent  countr ies .  

Th is  c lass  was  taught  through Zoom wi th  a  
Japanese  inst ructor  and s ix  other  in ternat iona l  
s tudents .  Some would  th ink  that  the  cu l tura l  
d ifferences  would  present  a  cha l lenge ,  but  i t  
d idn ' t ;  ins tead ,  i t  was  an  enr ich ing  exper ience  as  
everyone came out  o f  i t  w i th  new v iews .  

When on  Zoom,  s tudents  
learned wi th  presentat ions ,
ar t i c les ,  TED Ta lks ,  and 
d iscuss ions  in  breakout  rooms.  
Washington expressed that  the  
c lass  enhanced the i r  
in ternat iona l  awareness .  

Danie l  Whi te  en joys  read ing  about  Japanese  
h is tory ,  so  when he  heard  about  the  opportun i ty  
to  learn  about  i t  in  an  academic  set t ing ,  he  took  
that  chance  r ight  away .  He  found h imse l f  on  
Zoom wi th  a  Japanese  teacher  and about  30  
other  s tudents .  The  c lass ,  eas ier  than  he  had 
ant ic ipated ,  ta lked  about  Japanese  fash ion ,  
mov ies ,  what  cu l ture  i s ,  and  so  much more .  

One th ing  proved d ifficul t  for  a  
Zoom c lass  w i th  Japan:  the  13  
hours  of  t ime d ifference  
between the  two countr ies .  

Th is  c lass  taught  Whi te  to  be  
more  se l f -aware  in  
communicat ion  whi le  foster ing  
respect  and understanding  for  
other  cu l tures .   

Th is  opportun i ty  prov ided Whi te  wi th  an  amaz ing  
in ternat iona l  exper ience .  Whi te  shared  three  t ips  
for  in tercu l tura l  communicat ion :  Don ' t  be  shy ,  be  
pat ient ,  and be  open.

Glor ia  Ekedum entered  th is  c lass  w i th  l i t t le  pr ior  knowledge  and came 
out  as  an  expert .  Her  teacher  a t  Kansa i  Un ivers i ty  went  beyond the  
textbook  and taught  i t  as  rea l i ty .  DE IB  looks  d ifferent  in  every  
country ;  i t  goes  beyond human r ights  and just i ce .  DE IB  encourages  
people  to  become one  wi th  the i r  communi ty .  

Whi le  in  the  c lass ,  Ekedum deve loped key  soc ia l  sk i l l s  l i ke  ac t ive  
l i s ten ing  because  she  had a  fas t -paced teacher .  DE IB  forced  Ekedum 
to  form a  mul t i - lens  v iew of  the  wor ld  around her .  Overa l l ,  Ekedum 
urges  others  to  take  a  chance  to  enro l l  in  someth ing  new and 
reward ing .  

Thanks  to  ODU's  par tnersh ip  wi th  
the  Inst i tute  for  Innovat ive  G loba l  
Educat ion  in  Japan ,  five  ODU 
students  were  g iven  the  opportun i ty  
to  take  non-cred i t ,  f ree  on l ine  
c lasses  in  top ics  rang ing  f rom 
Japanese  pop cu l ture  to  research  
methodology .  

These  c lasses  were  taught  in  Eng l i sh  
by  KU professors  in  Japan ,  offered 
s tudents  a  tas te  of  Japanese  cu l ture  
and internat iona l  educat ion  wi thout  
leav ing  our  campus .   

How Does  I t  Work?
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