Faculty Senate Executive Committee Meeting
November 4, 2026, 11:00-12:00 PM, via Zoom

MINUTES

Attendance: Chair Corrin Gillis,  Secretary Tatyana Lobova, Senator David Burdige, Senator Mahesh Gopinath, Senator Michael Carhart, Senator Marc Ouellette, Senator Ali Hosseini, Senator Trent Buskirk.  Absent: Vice-chair Wie Yusuf.

1. Faculty Senate Meeting Modality and Protocol 
·  In-Person vs. Hybrid Format: The committee discussed whether to return exclusively to in-person meetings. It was noted that retaining a Zoom option is essential for allowing faculty members from other campuses to participate.
· Zoom Access Policy: To ensure manageable discussions, Zoom links will be distributed by Jennifer Moody upon request and exclusively to Senators.
· Chat Protocol Enforcement:
i. Meeting chat features are strictly reserved for Senator discussions.
ii. Observers are prohibited from participating in the chat per Senate protocol.
iii. A reminder regarding this protocol will be issued prior to meetings and included in the Zoom link distribution email sent by Jennifer Moody.

2. Communication with Executive Administration 
· Meeting Invitation: The Faculty Senate Chair extended an invitation to President Hemphill to attend the Executive Committee meeting, offering the presence of a third-party mediator if helpful. The President declined the invitation.
· Shared Governance Concerns: The committee was concerned that the executive administration continues to disregard attempts by Faculty Senate leadership to restore productive communication and shared governance.

3. Committee on Shared Governance and Academic Freedom 
· The creation of this committee was initially proposed by Senators during the September 29, 2026, meeting with the President and Provost. The President agreed to the proposal.
· Senators suggested for the committee: 
i. Ali Hosseini, Trent Buskirk, Aurora Kerscher, Adrienne Hartgerink, Frank Scaringello,  Tatyana Lobova 

4.  Request for Executive Administration Meeting
· Senate Chair will email the President to request a meeting with the Executive Committee to address specific, critical issues
·  A formal document will be drafted detailing recent key issues raised in the Senate that demonstrate ongoing damage to shared governance, academic freedom, and faculty purview over curriculum. These include:
i. The mandatory opening of Canvas courses.
ii. Unilateral changes made to the final exam schedule.
iii. Administrative pressure placed on a specific department regarding grade inflation to address high DFWI rates.
5. Committee Vacancies and Nominations
· University Policies : Seeking nominations / self-nominations for University Policies Committee 
· By-Laws Edits: The following members were appointed to review and edit the Senate By-Laws:
i. Wie Yuseff, Ali Hosseini, Corrin Allen 
