AY25-101-B
Baccalaureate Degree Requirements
Summary and rationale of proposed changes to “Baccalaureate Degree Requirements” in “Academic Policies” in the Undergraduate Catalog submitted by the Undergraduate Student Academic Policies and Procedures Committee.
1. Removal of “overall” from the text
The use of “cumulative” and “overall” are redundant.  “Overall” does not appear elsewhere in the catalog when referring to a student’s cumulative GPA except in the Grade Forgiveness policy.  In all other instances, a student’s GPA is referred to as “cumulative grade point average”. Even in this section, it is inconsistent with the third sentence not using “overall”.
2. Addition of grade forgiveness to the determination of major GPA
The following text is noted in the third sentence when referring to the cumulative grade point average “except courses in which grade forgiveness was applied”.  This is left out in the fourth sentence when referring to grade point average in the major.  Current practice is to also not count grades for which grade forgiveness was applied toward the major GPA.
3. Rewording of text to remove repetition
Adding the grade forgiveness text to the major GPA leads to unnecessary repetition.  The text can be simplified and a reworded policy is suggested.
New Text to replace current text:
Except where noted in degree program requirements, candidates for baccalaureate degrees must complete a minimum of 120 semester hours and have both a 2.00 minimum cumulative grade point average and a 2.00 grade point average in the major.  Students completing a minor must have a minimum grade point average of 2.00 in all courses taken toward the minor.  All attempted courses, including failures, are included in these grade point average calculations unless grade forgiveness was applied.

Current text to be removed and replaced with new text:
A candidate for a baccalaureate degree must present a minimum of 120 semester hours (except where otherwise noted in degree program descriptions). A minimum overall cumulative grade point average of C (grade point average of 2.00) must be made in all courses taken, and an overall cumulative grade point average of at least 2.00 must be attained in the major except in those programs requiring a grade point average above 2.00. Grades in all courses taken, including failing grades (except courses in which grade forgiveness was applied), are counted when calculating a student’s cumulative grade point average. Grades in all courses taken in the major, including failing grades, are counted when calculating a student’s grade point average in the major. Students completing a minor must have a minimum overall cumulative grade point average of 2.00 in all courses taken toward the minor.

