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Title of Issue (short descriptive title by which the
issue may be referenced): Concern About Phrasing of New NTT Ranks

Description of Issue
The new ranks for NTT/Career-Track Faculty are wonderful changes and well deserved. I am supportive of the change from Master Lecturer to Teaching Professor. However, the organization of the terms in the new titles causes a significant problem for the first level of the Teaching Professor rank. Therefore, the organization of terms in these new titles needs to be changed to avoid confusion but also to align with common practice in academia. The format should be Assistant Teaching Professor, NOT Teaching Assistant Professor.
I know that the approval process is complex and this has gone through all the stages, but I want to advocate for a switch of the terms in the title in, at the very least, the Teaching Professor rank. I believe it should be changed for all career-track ranks, but at the very least it should change there since Teaching Assistant has a very specific and very different connotation in Academia.
There is some urgency here since the rank titles will be updated across the entire system. It would be much more efficient to do that now rather than after all of the changes have been made in all of the places where they need to be made, which I know is a monumental task.
Rationale for Submission
Main Reasons:
1) Assistant Teaching Professor, Associate Teaching Professor, and Teaching Professor are common titles for NTT faculty. Elon University, for example, just changed their Lecturers to these titles. The other organization is not common, and I have not come across any institution that uses the title "Teaching Assistant Professor."
2) The term "Teaching Assistant" has a very specific connotation in Academia and therefore we should avoid using that phrase in a full-time faculty title.
This does not concern me directly as I will have the Teaching Professor title, but if I was a Lecturer that new title would have been a upsetting to me. I have now heard from several Lecturers with similar questions/concerns, and I can gather more of these concerns if needed. Here is one observation: “I personally dislike it and find it confusing. I understand that it is meant to parallel the TT titles, with ‘teaching' as a prefix, but at least for the first rank it makes it sound like we are TAs. If we put that in our email signatures, I can’t think of any students who wouldn't also see it that way.”
I think that last piece is significant. This new title, while well-intentioned, uses an organization structure that will cause significant confusion due to the phrase "Teaching Assistant" being part of a Lecturer's new title.
I understand and appreciate that the word “Assistant” can be complicated at other ranks as well, but an Assistant Professor does not have the phrase “Teaching Assistant” in their title as our Lecturers now would, so I would argue that there is a big difference there and this is the root of the problem.
Additional rationale, considering the other new rank titles.:
If these are the ranks to aspire to:
Professor
Clinical Professor Research Professor Teaching Professor
Then these titles all make sense as they are parallel: Assistant/Associate/Professor Assistant/Associate/Clinical Professor Assistant/Associate/Research Professor Assistant/Associate/Teaching Professor
And I would argue that this organization still clarifies the distinction between the tenure and career tracks but it also avoids the confusing and problematic use of "teaching assistant" in the current title model.
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