ODU Symphony Orchestra 2025-2026 Season
String Excerpts

Please find and prepare ALL the bracketed excerpts for your instrument among the pages below
(3 excerpts per instrument, unless you are a violinist interested in being considered for
conctermaster). These pieces will be included in our season, so you will have a head start on
learning the music.

If any excerpts or passages within are beyond your ability, you are still encouraged to audition
and play as much as you are able.

All are highly encouraged to listen to professional recordings of excerpt repertoire with partin
hand, studying such aspects as:

- Tempo (should ideally approach standard tempo, but always prioritize accuracy over speed)
- Rhythm

- Tone

- Articulation

- Phrasing

Violinists:

- You may choose any of the divisi lines in Excerpts 1 and 3. You are encouraged to
prepare the upper lines if you would like to be given full consideration for first violin, but
choose what you will be able to play confidently with accuracy and precision. (Note that
the upper divisi line of Excerpt 1 and all of Excerpt 2 are common audition excerpts for
professional orchestras.) Note that your choice does not necessarily guarantee your
seating placement.

- Violinists interested in being considered for concertmaster should prepare the fourth
Concertmaster solo excerpt as well.



ODUSO 2025-26 Audition Excerpts - Strings

A MIDSUMMER NIGITT’S DRIEAM 1
OVERTURE AND INCIDENTAL MUSIC

Violin: 1 of 3 - Read top lines if possible, but bottom lines are acceptable)

Ouverture. VIOLINO I. IFelix Mendelssohn
Op.61
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VIOLINO I.
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Violin: 2 of 3 - from Mendelssohn Midsummer Night’s Dream
VIOLLINO 1.

Schltl‘rzo.
Allegro vi ‘aY
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Violin: 3 of 3 - from Stravinsky Firebird Suite
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Violin: Concertmaster (Optional) - If you are interested in being considered for concertmaster,

please also prepare this excerpt.

Ravel — Mother Goose Suite Mvt. 5 Le Jardln féerlque
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Mendelssohn — Midsummer Night's Dream

V|olai 1of 3 VIOLA. 5
Scherzo. !—
Allegro vivacd.
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Ravel — Mother Goose Suite
6 ALTOS
Viola: 2 of 3
IV. Les entretiens de la Belle et de la Bete
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Viola 3 of 3 Fables

for Chamber Orchestra -
Playfully .. = 120 Anne Neikirk
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Mendelssohn — Midsummer Night's Dream

VIOLONCELLO e BASSO.

1 of 3
Scherzo.

Cello
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Mendelssohn — Midsummer Night's Dream (Wed d in g Ma rCh )
VIOLONCELLOe BASSO.
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Maurice Ravel

Cello: 3 of 3 Mother Goose Suite

VIOLONCELLES

I. Pavane de la Belle au Bois dormant
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Mendelssohn — Midsummer Night's Dream

VIOLONCELLO e BASSO.

Double Bass: 1 of 3
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Mendelssohn — Midsummer Night's Dream (Wed din g March )
VIOLONCELLO e BASSO.

2 of 3

Double Bass
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Double Bass: 3 of 3
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