
January 9, 2015 

TO: Provost’s Council 

FROM: Judith M. Bowman 
Assistant Vice President for Undergraduate Studies 

SUBJ: Provost’s Council Agenda for Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

The Provost’s Council will meet on Tuesday, January 13 from 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the 
Board Room in Koch Hall.  The following agenda items will be discussed. 

1. Approval of the November 25, 2014 minutes (see attachment, p. 1-3)

2. Changes in the AP Faculty Recruiting Process (see attachment, p. 4)
Nadine Faulcon-Johnson and Cheri Murphy

3. (a) Safety and Security in Teaching Labs and Legal Liability relating to use of
Labs by Undergraduates with No Instructor Present and (b) Safety Standards in
Labs (see attachment, p. 5)
Jay Wright, Associate University Counsel, Doug Alexander, Director of
Environmental Health and Safety, and Rose Hunter, Property and Casualty
Claims Manager will attend for the discussion.

4. Closure of Multiple Old Dominion University Off-campus Locations: Transition
to Non-Site-Based Electronic Delivery (see attachment, p. 6-9)
Brian Payne

5. Presentation on the Certificate in Public Sector Leadership
Jim Shaeffer

6. Announcements



PROVOST’S COUNCIL 
January 13, 2015 

Minutes  
 
The Provost’s Council met on Tuesday, January 13 from 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the Board 
Room in Koch Hall.  Those present were Chandra de Silva (Chair), Vinod Agarwal, 
Doug Alexander, Oktay Baysal, Jane Bray, Andy Casiello, Jim Duffy, Nadine Faulcon-
Johnson, George Fowler, Rose Hunter, Jeanie Kline, David Metzger, Shelley Mishoe, 
Ravi Mukkamala, Cheri Murphy, Renee Olander, Brian Payne, Jim Shaeffer, Charles 
Wilson, and Jay Wright.  The following agenda items will be discussed. 
 

1. The November 25, 2014 minutes were approved.  
 

2. Changes in the AP Faculty Recruiting Process  
 
Nadine Faulcon-Johnson and Cheri Murphy met with Council members to discuss 
changes in the AP faculty recruiting process.  The new process, which is 
PAPERS7, is automated and online.  Print ads are no longer required.  Human 
Resources will be responsible for AP faculty recruitment and Academic Affairs 
will be responsible for faculty recruitment.  Human Resources will be conducting 
training sessions on the new system. 
 

3. (a) Safety and Security in Teaching Labs and Legal Liability relating to use of 
Labs by Undergraduates with No Instructor Present and (b) Safety Standards in 
Labs 
 
Jay Wright, Associate University Counsel, Doug Alexander, Director of 
Environmental Health and Safety, and Rose Hunter, Property and Casualty 
Claims Manager joined Council members for the discussion of safety and security 
in teaching labs and legal liability issues.  The issue was raised initially because 
of the unsupervised use of labs by undergraduate students.  The challenge is to 
provide supervision and ensure safety in labs while maintaining opportunities for 
students. 
 
Chandra de Silva expressed the need for a written policy on this issue.  Doug 
Alexander suggested an overarching policy with the provision for colleges and 
units to develop a more specific policy and procedures as needed.  The policy 
should cover labs and studios but might not include all types of labs.  It should 
also include graduate and undergraduate students.   
 
Doug Alexander, Rose Hunter and Jay Wright will develop the first draft of a 
policy and share it with a small subcommittee for additional input.  The draft will 
then be circulated to the deans for input and discussed at a future meeting. 
 

4. Closure of Multiple Old Dominion University Off-campus Locations: Transition 
to Non-Site-Based Electronic Delivery  



 
Brian Payne discussed the notification needed for SACS regarding the 
University’s transition to non-site-based electronic delivery of courses.  SACS 
considers a location to be a site if teaching in a classroom is conducted at that 
location.  We must inform SACS if we are teaching at a location, and we must 
obtain their permission if 50% or more of a program is taught at the location.  If 
we are not teaching on site at a location, we must inform SACS, and they consider 
the site to be closed.   
 
Andy Casiello stressed that we are still active at many locations even though we 
are not teaching live classes at those locations.  The sites will be considered 
closed only by the SACS definition.  He asked the deans to reinforce with their 
chairs and faculty that we are not closing sites. 
 
Brian Payne asked the deans to let him know of any courses or programs taught 
live at a location by February 9 so the communication can be sent to SACS by 
February 16.  Questions should be directed to him or Jeanie Kline. 
 

5. Presentation on the Certificate in Public Sector Leadership  
 
Jim Shaeffer described the graduate certificate in Public Sector Leadership and 
how it was developed.  This program could be a model for the development of 
other certificate programs.  Key aspects of the program and its development are as 
follows. 
 

• Conversation with leadership at US Navy Fleet Forces Command 
• Respond with outcomes as well as courses 
• Use existing courses 
• Multidisciplinary curriculum 
• Certificate serves as a launching point for other certificates and/or 

degrees 
• Program has appeal beyond the US Navy 
• Proof of concept could lead to other programs 

 
Dr. Shaeffer also discussed the possibility of a cross-campus curriculum 
committee for the College of Continuing Education and Professional 
Development.  The deans discussed whether the committee should be called a 
curriculum committee or something else.  They also discussed membership on the 
committee and whether it should include associate deans and/or curriculum 
committee chairs.  Dr. Shaeffer will continue to consult with the deans on this 
issue. 

 
6. Announcements 

 
A. Chandra de Silva reminded the deans to submit nominations for the SCHEV 

Outstanding Faculty Awards and the CASE Professor of the Year. 



B. Judy Bowman reminded Council members that the Provost’s mid-year retreat 
will be held on January 20. 

C. Brian Payne announced that the cybersecurity team has been working across 
colleges to develop programs in cybersecurity.  An application for NSA 
certification will be submitted. 

D. David Metzger distributed a flyer on the Undergraduate Research Symposium 
to be held on February 7 in the Learning Commons. 

 
 

 


