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Call for Papers 
Southern States Communication Association 

80th Annual Convention 

April 7-11, 2010 
The Peabody Hotel 

Memphis, TN 

Positive Communication 
 

SSCA members and guests are invited to reflect on ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ happiness and in living meaningful lives 

(eudemonia, Aristotle). 

Founding positive psychologist, Martin E. P. Seligman, asked, ά/ŀƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ . . . about the best 

things in life? Can parents and teachers use this science to raise strong, resilient children ready to take their place in a 

world in which more opportunities for fulfillment are available? Can adults teach themselves better ways to happiness 

ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘέ (M. E. P. Seligman, 2002, Authentic Happiness, New York, Free Press, p. 29)?  Since then, positive 

psychology has grown and made tremendous progress addressing such questions (e.g., The Positive Psychology Center, 

University of Pennsylvania, http://www.ppc.sas.upenn.edu/). 

As communication scholars and educators we now ask:  What does communication leading to happiness look like across 

the contexts of relationships, groups, organizations, cultures, publics, and media? What is the status of research and 

education about communication processes considered to be positive (e.g., comforting, communication activism, 

dialogue, empathic listening, forgiveness, humor, negotiation, nurturing communication, positive emotional 

communication, prayer, pro-social media, service learning, spiritual communication, supportive communication, and so 

on)? How are positive character-traits such as curiosity, valor, honesty, fairness, humility, appreciation of beauty, 

gratitude, hope, playfulness, and more communicated, and affect communication?  What is communicatioƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

development of positive character traits (e.g., C. Peterson & M. E. P. Seligman, 2004, Character Strengths and Virtues: a 

Handbook and Classification, New York, Oxford University Press)? What might positive mass media look like? What 

might positive communication pedagogy look like (e.g., C. Peterson, 2006, A Primer in Positive Psychology, Oxford 

University Press)?  And, since we will meet in Memphisτwill singing the Blues make us happy?    

The call for papers for all divisions and interest groups will be posted on {{/!Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ http://www.SSCA.net with a 

due date of Friday, September 11, 2009. Ideas and questions pertaining to the conference should be directed to Dr. 

Thomas Socha, SCCA Vice President, Department of Communication & Theatre Arts, Old Dominion University, 

tsocha@odu.edu,  (office: 757-368-4114). 

 

 
Come to Memphis. Sing the Blues. Be Happy. 

http://www.ppc.sas.upenn.edu/
http://ssca.net/
mailto:tsocha@odu.edu
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Convention Planner 

80th Annual Meeting of the Southern States Communication Association  

 

Thomas Socha, PhD., SSCA Vice President  

Department of Communication  

Old Dominion University at VBHEC 

1881 University Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA. 23453  

Office Phone: 757-368-4114  

Home Phone: 757-430-3645 

Fax: 757-368-4101 

Email: tsocha@odu.edu 

SSCA 2010 Memphis Website: 

http://www.odu.edu/~tsocha/ssca_memphis/ssca-memphis-

2.shtml 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tsocha@odu.edu
http://www.odu.edu/~tsocha/ssca_memphis/ssca-memphis-2.shtml
http://www.odu.edu/~tsocha/ssca_memphis/ssca-memphis-2.shtml
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DIVISION AND INTEREST GROUP PROGRAM PLANNERS (2009-2010)  

Planner Affiliation Division/Interest Group Email 

Maria Dixon Southern Methodist Applied madixon@smu.edu 

David Sutton Auburn Communication Theory suttoda@auburn.edu 

Rich Mercadante St. Petersburg College Community College mercadante.richard@spcollege.edu 

Pat Arneson Duquesne University Freedom of Speech arneson@duq.edu 

Sheree Keith Macon State College Gender Studies Sheree.keith@maconstate.edu 

Rick Falvo El Paso Community 

College 

Instructional 

Development 

rfalvo@epcc.edu 

David Lee University of South 

Florida 

Intercultural dhlee@mail.usf.edu 

Monette         

Callaway-Ezell 

Hinds Community 

College 

Interpersonal MEzell@hindscc.edu 

Cole Franklin East Texas Baptist Language and Social 

Interaction 

cfranklin@etbu.edu 

Alison Miller University of LA- 

Monroe 

Mass Communication amiller@ulm.edu 

Jacqueline Burleson Virginia State Performance Studies jburleson@vsu.edu 

Bill Edwards Columbus State Political Communication edwards_bill@colstate.edu 

Danielle Williams Georgia State Popular Communication joudew@langate.gsu.edu 

Mary Jackson-Pitts Arkansas State Public Relations mpitts@astate.edu 

Jason Edward Black University of Alabama Rhetoric & Public 

Address 

jason.black@ua.edu 

David Nelson Northwest Missouri 

State 

Southern Forensics dnelson@nwmissouri.edu 

Kerry Owens University of Mary 

Hardin-Baylor 

IG: American Society for 

the History of Rhetoric 

kowens@umhb.edu 

mailto:madixon@smu.edu
mailto:suttoda@auburn.edu
mailto:mercadante.richard@spcollege.edu
mailto:arneson@duq.edu
mailto:Sheree.keith@maconstate.edu
mailto:rfalvo@epcc.edu
mailto:dhlee@mail.usf.edu
mailto:MEzell@hindscc.edu
mailto:cfranklin@etbu.edu
mailto:amiller@ulm.edu
mailto:jburleson@vsu.edu
mailto:edwards_bill@colstate.edu
mailto:joudew@langate.gsu.edu
mailto:mpitts@astate.edu
mailto:jason.black@ua.edu
mailto:dnelson@nwmissouri.edu
mailto:kowens@umhb.edu
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Chris Poulos University of North 

Carolina, Greensboro 

IG: Ethnography cnpoulos@uncg.edu 

H. J. Mindy Chang Western New England 

College 

IG: Association for 

Communication 

Administrators 

mchang@wnec.edu 

C. Wesley Buerkle East Tennessee State IG: Kenneth Burke 

Society 

buerkle@etsu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cnpoulos@uncg.edu
mailto:mchang@wnec.edu
mailto:buerkle@etsu.edu
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Planning Timeline and Deadlines 

 

1. Tuesday May 12, 2009 (8 PM EST).  Submit your division and interest group 

Call for Papers to Tom Socha (tsocha@odu.edu) as a file attachment in MS 

Word.  

2. Friday September 11, 2009 (8 PM EST).  Deadline for SSCA members to 

submit papers, panels, and so on to Division and Interest Group Planners. 

3. Friday September 18, 2009. Send your papers and panels to your reviewers 

by this date (or sooner). 

4. Friday October 2, 2009. Reviewers should return their ratings to program 

planners and program planners begin to assemble programs. 

5. Friday October 16, 2009 (8 PM EST). Program planners email their programs 

and Bostrom Award nominee papers to Tom Socha (tsocha@odu.edu). 

6. Friday October 16, 2009 (8:01 PM EST). Program planners begin to 

experience personal satisfaction, pride, and happiness at a job well done! 

7. Friday November 13, 2009. SSCA VP will present draft #1 of the 2010 

Memphis Program at the SSCA Executive Committee meeting scheduled 

during the NCA meeting in Chicago.  After this meeting, program planners 

inform submitters about their inclusion (or not) in the program.  

8. VP continues to work on the program draft that includes adding the UHC 

conference.  

 

 
 

 

mailto:tsocha@odu.edu
mailto:tsocha@odu.edu
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Instructions for Planning for Your  

Division or Interest Groupôs Program  
 
¶ The theme for the meeting is Positive Communication. I have built a website of 

resources to aid in familiarizing SSCA members about the theme: 

 
Positive Resources Website: 

http://www.odu.edu/~tsocha/ssca_memphis/Positive_resources.shtml 
[There is also a link to this from the SSCA 2010 Memphis Convention website] 

 

¶ Please encourage your unitôs members to read and consult the materials on the 
conference website and then propose competitive panels and papers focused on the 

theme. Also, please pass along that there may be publication opportunities related to 
papers pertaining to the theme. I am working with Dr. Maggie Pitts (ODU) on a proposed 
co-edited book for Routledge (Working title: The Positive Side of I nterpersonal 

Communication ), have proposed a special journal issue, and am working on an additional 
co-edited book (Working title: Positive Communicat ion) for another press (e.g., Hampton) 

that would include work from across all the SSCA divisions. There will be more on this 
later. 

 
¶ Please encourage co-sponsored programs pertaining to the conference theme.    

 

Here is a Sample Division Call for Papers from 2009 (revised): 
 

Interpersonal Division  
The Interpersonal Division invites submissions for competitive papers, panels, 

roundtable discussions, or Spotlight Scholars for the 2009 convention. Given the 
collaborative focus of the theme for this convention, the division has a special 

interest in featuring collaborative works of interpersonal communication scholars 
and scholars in complementary fields/disciplines. Acknowledging the diversity that 

exists in collaboration, the Division welcomes submissions addressing collaboration 
in any form, which could be scholars from different institutions, scholars from 

different areas of the field (i.e., interpersonal and mass media), as well as 
students. Papers submitted by graduate students should be designated—Student—

on the cover sheet. The Division’s top graduate-student paper will be submitted to 
the Vice President to compete for SSCA’s Robert Bostrom Young Scholar Award. 

New and inventive ideas for panels are welcome! Please direct all submissions to 
tlgoen@yahoo.com. You will receive an e-mail confirming receipt within 24 hours. 

For additional questions, contact Todd Lee Goen Department of Speech 

Communication, University of Georgia, 110 Terrell Hall, Athens, Georgia 30602-
1725,706.549.5184. 

 

¶ Divisions are allotted $75 per year to help finance creative convention 
programming, to recruit a speaker to the convention who would not otherwise 

attend, etc.  The specifics of these expenditures, if any, must be negotiated with 
and approved by the Executive Director. 

 

http://www.odu.edu/~tsocha/ssca_memphis/Positive_resources.shtml
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Planning Your Program Step-by-Step 
 

1. From your pool of accepted papers begin to build your panels thematically. For each 

competitive paper panel choose a chair and a respondent. These can be two separate 
individuals or one person can perform both roles. I like to involve graduate students as 

chairs of panels with more experienced scholars serving as respondents.  
 

2. Use the SSCA format (examples follow below) when typing up your program:   

 
Here is a sample hypothetical competitive paper panel: 

 
 [Division Name] Panel #___ 

Positive Beach Communication 

Sponsor: 
Interpersonal Communication Division 

Chair:  
M. A. Happy Student 
University of Lite Work 

Respondent: 
I. M. Tan 

University of Sun Valley 
“Need me to rub on sun screen?” Tests of Opening Line Effectiveness in Barbados.* 
H. E. Slippery 

University of Happy Valley 
Positive Eye Contact on Nude Beaches in the Caribbean 

I. M. Looking 
Vision State University 
Self-Disclosure, Spring Break, & Boca: Communication Students Gone Wild** 

R. E. Veal 
University of Self, Reflection Texas 

 
*Top Paper in Interpersonal Communication 

**Top Student Paper in Interpersonal Communication 
 
Here is a sample hypothetical competitive panel (co-sponsored): 

 
[Division Name] Panel #___ 

The Rhetoric of Social Loafing 
Sponsors: 
Applied Communication and Rhetoric & Public Address 

Chair: 
H. E. Lazy 

Slow River State 
Participants: 
No Wey 

Reluctant State University 
L. A. Back 

Trans-Somnambulist University 
A. Void 
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Ethereal College 
When literacy was discovered at one university, inter-organizational cooperation resulted 
in implementation of a program to successfully avoid the problem. Panelists will discuss 

the rhetorical and communication challenges faced, from interpersonal to organizational to 
inter-organizational, as they effectively relaxed the workplace setting by improving 

employees’ social loafing skills. 
 
Here is a sample of hypothetical Town Hall Debate panel: 

 
[Division Name] Panel #___ 

 
Town Hall Debate: Resolved-- Happy Talk will Save the Planet 
Sponsor:  

Southern Forensics 
Chair: 

I. M. Neutral 
Government of Switzerland 
For Happy Talk: 

D. Luded 
High State 

Against Happy Talk: 
I. R. Grumpy 
Reality State 

 
3. Top Papers and Bostrom Award.  As indicated in the example, please denote the 

recipient of your division’s Top Paper and Top Student Paper with an asterisk (*) after 
their paper’s title. SSCA will provide certificates to your division recognizing the author(s) 
of the top paper. Important: All divisions and interest groups MUST email me an 

electronic copy of your division’s top student paper at the time you email your program 
to me. Your division’s top student paper will then be entered into competition with the 

other top student papers from all SSCA divisions and interest groups for the 2010 Robert 
Bostrom Young Scholar Award.  The Bostrom Award committee will rate and rank 

these papers in order to help the Vice President determine the award. The Bostrom 
Committee will be comprised of the Chairs of the SSCA Divisions and Interest Groups and 
the Vice President.     

 
4. Rank order panels. It is simply a fact of life that some days and times are more 

desirable for a panel than others.  To aid me in assigning days and times to panels, please 
rank order them with the #1 panel being the one you’d like to be considered for prime 
time, and so on.  

 
5. AV.  For the Peabody Hotel, I have scheduled one ballroom that can seat 150 with a data 

projector and a screen for three days of the convention. I am planning three association-
wide keynote addresses on Thursday afternoon, Friday afternoon, and Saturday afternoon 
(for this space), but as we must rent the equipment for the day, I will make this room and 

equipment available to the divisions and interest groups for your high visibility , larger 
attendance  panels  (e.g., top paper panels, spotlight panels, and other panels that you 

would like to see in this space). Other than this one room, persons submitting papers and 
panels that wish to use AV equipment will need to bring their own.    
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6. Submit the program. Submit your program via email to tsocha@odu.edu  as a single 
MS-word document labeled: ssca-[your division]-program-2010 on October 16, 2009. 
Submit your division’s Bostrom paper entry also as a file attachment and be sure to 

include the paper’s cover sheet that contains the author(s) contact information. In a 
separate note to me, let me know the ranking of your panels and notes of anything that 

you think I should know that will help me to best develop your program within the larger 
scheme of the convention.  
 

7. Informing your submitters and respondents. You should wait to contact your 
submitters about the program until you get the OK from the VP (about the time of NCA). 

Once you get the OK you should send emails to those who have been accepted (or not) 
AND be sure to send your respondents their batch of papers for their particular panel.     

 

8. Business Meeting Information Form. There is a form attached for you to complete 
indicating times of day your group would prefer for your business meeting. I will make 

every effort to accommodate those preferences [no guarantees].  Please include with 
which divisions or interest groups your members are also likely to be affiliated in order to 
reduce conflicts with meeting times.  

 
9. Contact Information Form. Please complete this form and return it to Tom Socha by 

before you leave Norfolk. 
 
 

 
  

mailto:tsocha@odu.edu
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Business Meeting Information Form 
 
Division or Interest Group Name: 
Preferred time of day for business meeting (please rank order: #1 most preferred to #3 least 

preferred):  
 

Early morning: 
Late afternoon:  
Evening:  

 
With which divisions or interest groups do you most likely share members? (Circle all that apply)  

 
American Society for the Historic of Rhetoric 

Applied Communication  

Association for Communication Administration 

Communication Theory  

Community College  

Ethnography  

Freedom of Speech  

Gender Studies  

Instructional Development  

Intercultural Communication  

Interpersonal Communication  

Kenneth Burke Society 

Language and Social Interaction  

Mass Communication  

Performance Studies  

Political Communication  

Popular Communication  

Public Relations  

Rhetoric and Public Address  

Southern Forensics  
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Division/Interest Group  

Vice Chair Contact Information Form 

 
 
Name of Division or Interest Group:  
 

Name of Vice Chair:  
 

Affiliation of Vice Chair:  
 

Email Address:  
 
Phone number where you most often may be reached:  

 
Alternative phone number:  

 
Fax:  
 

You preferred Mailing Address: 


