Final Exam

COMM 412/512 Interpersonal Communication

Quick Guide

The final exam will consist of two mini-essay items and one major essay item. Please bring a blue exam booklet to record your responses (available at the bookstore), or sheets of notebook paper stapled with your names on each page. 

Two Mini-Essays (25 points each)

One mini-essay item will appear from each of the following chapters in Dragon and Duck:   

· Weigel & Murray, “The paradox of stability and change in relationships: What does chaos theory offer the study of romantic relationships?” (pp. 100-110).

· Gilbertson, Dindia, & Allen, “Relational continuity construction units and the maintenance of relationships” (pp. 142-152).

Mini-essay items will ask you to either: (a) summarize the main points/findings of the article, (b) explain one or more key terms from the article, or (c) use the main points/findings of the article to explain an interpersonal communication situation.  Mini essays are not longer than one side of one 8 ½  x 11 sheet.

One Major Essay (50 points)

Below are three sample essay items. You will have s similar list and will choose ONE essay to write.  In preparing for the essay part, I suggest that you develop an outline and work from the outline in constructing your response. Remember that essay items are chances to “show what you know. ”Be as thorough, detailed, and as comprehensive as you can. There are no upper bounds on the page limits for an essay item. And since these are essays, you should have an introduction, your main points, and some kind of conclusion. Use full sentences. Use of headings for sections is OK. Use your best handwriting.  

· Relationships “develop.” Using course readings and lecture materials that you deem relevant, write an essay where you explain what the concept of “relational development” means and then discuss the role that interpersonal communication plays in relationship development. 

· Power in interpersonal relationships was considered in readings and lectures.  Using these course readings and lecture notes explain to a group of newly wedded couples about power bases, processes, and outcomes in personal relationships; and make five recommendations for how these couples might best use communication to manage power in their relationship. 

· Use whatever course concepts and theories you deem relevant to write your own informal theory about interpersonal communication competence. Be sure to define what you mean by “interpersonal communication competence” and then describe how can we go about distinguishing a competent interpersonal communicator from an incompetent interpersonal communicator using your model.  

