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Purpose
This preconference is designed to help scholars in communication examine the work that has been done with children in our field, as well as motivate further research in this area. 

Abstract

This preconference brings together communication scholars from across the field who are interested in children. Since the early days of the communication field, studies of children (including adolescents) across contexts (interpersonal, families, small groups, organizations, and mass media) have appeared in the research literature. However, to date, researchers have yet to formally convene to share their work and begin to build a collective base for connection and action on behalf of children. By means of lectures and discussions that feature distinguished and rising communication scholars, we seek to draw attention to children and communication, discuss barriers to studying children, and consider how the communication field might benefit from systematically integrating children into the mainstream of theorizing, researching, teaching, and outreach.

Rationale

The convention theme, “Creating Sites for Connection and Action” fits well with our efforts to develop collective understanding and support for research on communication and children. Specifically, the preconference affords communication professionals an opportunity to (a) connect with others from diverse areas of the discipline, (b) connect with an area of research (children and communication) that is often neglected in some areas of our field, and (c) learn about outreach and action efforts (future and already underway) that can affect the everyday lives of children. 

We hope to create a platform for the development of working relationships among scholars across many areas of our discipline, newcomers and veterans, all interested in children and communication. Further, we hope to encourage new scholars to consider the importance and centrality of children in developing communication theory (e.g., to build communication theories for all communicators not just adults), as well as to consider the current status of communication education regarding children (e.g., Where are undergraduate courses being taught about children’s communication? What about graduate instruction regarding children’s communication?) The day will consist of panels and discussions of the history of children in our field, directions and potential for new lines of research, practical considerations of studying children’s and adolescents’ communication, and opportunities to learn about outreach and application of the research conducted in our discipline.

Invited speakers include: J. Alison Bryant, Jennings Bryant, Brant Burleson, Joanne Cantor, Carolyn Chaney, Beth Haslett, Susan Kline, John Meyer, Michelle Miller-Day, Carol Mills, Jon Nussbaum, Tom Socha, and Julie Yingling.  For more information please contact the organizers: Carol Mills, cbmills@ua.edu, or Tom Socha, tsocha@odu.edu.  

Brief Outline

I.  Introduction: Reflection, Action, and Children  (8:30 – 8: 45) 

                  Tom Socha 

II. Children and the Communication Field: Historical Overview (8:45 – 9:30).

a. Children as a significant component of Lifespan Communication

                  Jon Nussbaum

b. A Developmental Approach to Children's Communication: What Can It Tell Us  

      About Communication Theory

                 Julie Yingling

III. Pioneers’ Roundtable: What Do We Know and Where Should We Go?  (9:45-10:45)
a. You Cannot Begin Too Early:  The Importance of Early Communicative  

      Development.

                  Beth Boniwell Haslett 

b. The Development of Comforting Communication Skills in Childhood:
      Antecedents, Correlates, and Consequences

                  Brant Burleson

c. The Social Capital of Rhetorical Competence:  What We Know About 

      Developmental Achievements and Individual Differences in Childhood 

                  Susan Kline

IV. Return to the Roundtable (11:00-12:00)

a. Talking to Children:  Shifting Personal and Research Connections 
                  John Meyer

b. How Children are Influenced by the Messages Designed For Their Consumption

                  Jennings Bryant
V. LUNCH on our own  (12:00-1:00)

VI. Some Ideas about and Insights into Current Research Trends (1:00 – 2:30)

a. Positive Communication and Children: An Example of Reconceptualization    

      “Discipline”

                  Tom Socha 

b. Analyzing speech acts in children's conversations

                  Carolyn Chaney 

c. Kids & Interactive Technologies: A Social Network Approach.

      J. Alison Bryant 

d. Teasing, Bullying, and Messing Around: Children's Understanding of Verbal  
      Provocation in Relationships

      Carol Mills

e. Parent-adolescent communication and adolescent drug use (and other 
      health compromising behaviors).

                  Michelle Miller-Day

VII. Getting the Message Out: Communicating Your Research Results with 
            Parents, Policymakers, and the Press" (2:45-3:15)

      Joanne Cantor

VIII. Break-Out:  Strategies for Moving Children to the Center (3:15-4:30)

a. Theory

b. Research

c. Education

d. Application 

IX. Closing Remarks and Looking Forward (Carol and Tom 4:30-5:00) 

