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Haustorim - Pup  ose and Scope 

The r e c e n t  S t r iga /Orobanche  workshop held i n  Khartoum (see r e p o r t  below) 

p r o v i d e d  t h e  oppor . tuni ty  f o r  workers on these p a r a s i t i c  weeds to  meet and 

exchange r e s u l t s  and to p l a n  f u t u r e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  It is hoped that there 

w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for such  meetings in t h e  f u t u r e  but it w a s  a g r e e d  

by a l l  p r e s e n t  t h a t  some form of communication would meanwhile serve a u s e f u l  

p u r p o s e  i n  keeping workers  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  each o t h e r  and w i t h  r e s e a r c h  re- 

sults which are n o t  always r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to a l l  concerned.  

The EWRC P a r a s i t i c  Weeds Research Group a t  one time produced a n  i r r e g u l a r  

n e w s l e t t e r  t o  serve t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  u n t i l  t h e  Group became d e f u n c t  f o r  a v a r i e t y  

of r e a s o n s .  

The Department of B i o l o g i c a l  Sc iences ,  Old Dominion U n i v e r s i t y ,  h a s  agreed  

t o  p repa re ,  p r i n c  and n a i l  a n e w s l e t t e r ,  and i t  i s  intended t h a t  t h i s  news- 

le t te r  w i l l  be  a means of  communication between all chose concerned w i t h  pa ra-  

s i t i c  weeds,  worldwide,  though i t  i s  sugges ted  t h a t  the emphasis shou ld  be  

main ly  on S t r i g a  and Orobanche species.  Comment will b e  welcomed on whe ther  

t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a new r e s e a r c h  g roup  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  EWRC o n e ,  b u t  on a more 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a s i s ,  and how a n e w s l e t t e r  o r  o t h e r  means  of com!mnication 

c o u l  ! i)ri e s t a b l i s h e d  on a more permanent  h a s i s .  



For t h e  time being i t  is  proposed t o  produce two n e w s l e t t e r s  p e r  y e a r  

i n  December and i n  June and i t e m s  of r e l e v a n c e  w i l l  be  welcomed by e i t h e r  

Ly t ton  Musselman a t  O l d  Dominion U n i v e r s i t y  o r  C h r i s  Parker  a t  Weed Research 

O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Oxford. It is n o t  in tended  t o  "publ ish"  o r i -g ina l  d a t a  a t  any 

l e n g t h  b u t  anyone wishing t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  new 

results  whether  a l r e a d y  pub l i shed  or n o t  is i n v i t e d  t o  send them in. Comments 

on t h e  form of t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  a l s o ,  of c o u r s e ,  be welcomed. 

I f  you w i s h  t o  be  placed on t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  L y t t o n  

Musselman a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  below. 

Khartoum St r iga  Workshop 

The government of the  Sudan, in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  De- 

velopment Research  Cent re  sponsored a workshop 5-8 November 1978. The major  

emphasis was on control of S t r i a a  and Orobanche. 

t o  t h e  use of t h e  s y n t h e t i c  s t r i g o l  a n a l o g s  developed by Prof. Alan Johnson 

P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  

which a p p e a r  t o  be a p a r t i c u l a r l y  promising means of c o n t r o l .  Breeding f o r  

r e s i s t n n c e l t o l e r a n c e  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  as were o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of b i o l o g y  and 

c o n t r o l .  Striga h e m o n t h i c a ,  5. a s i a t i c a ,  2. g e s n e r i o i d e s ,  Orobanche ramosa,  

and - 0. c r c n a t a  were t h e  s p e c i e s  of main concern.  A more d e t a i l e d  account  of 

t h e  mee t ing  a s  w e l l  as recommendations f o r  f u r t h e r  work is being p repared  by 

t h e  s p o n s o r s  and should appear  i n  PANS i n  due course .  

The w e l l  o rgan ized  s e s s i o n s  and f i e l d  t r i p s  coupled w i t h  t h e  warm genu ine  

h o s p i t a l i t y  of t h e  h o s t s  f o s t e r e d  a climate conducive f o r  much exchange of 

i n f o m a t i o n .  



Spccic2 7 Course in Parasi t,?s 

Diology of P a r a s i t i c  Seed P l a n t s  - 18 J u n e  t o  1 7  J u l y  1979; Mountain 

Lake  B i o l o g i c a l  S t a t i o n .  For f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  P r o f .  James L. 

R i o p e l ,  D i r e c t o r ,  Mountain Lake B i o l o g i c a l  S t a t i o n ,  Department of Bio logy ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a ,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  22903. 

- . - - . _ _ _  Second S ~ ~ ~ o s i w n  - - - - -  on Parasitic-weeds 

A second symposium on p a r a s i t i c  w e c d s  t o  be  held  on t h e  campus of Nor th  

C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  R a l e i g h ,  Nor th  Carolina is schedu led  f o r  16-19 

J u l y  1979.  Sponsors are N.C. S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Old Dominion U n i v e r s i t y ,  and 

the USDA Witchweed Laboratory.  I f  you are on t h e  mai l ing  l i s t  f o r  t h i s  news- 

l c t t c r ,  you have rece ived  i n l o r m a t i o n  on t h e  meeting.  O t h e r s  may c o n t a c t  L. 

Musselman (address  below). 

Thonnin,-<c sanguineu 

WRO h a s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  been approached f o r  a d v i c e  on c o n t r o l  of 

Thonninfi ia sanguinea.  This  is a r o o t  p a r a s i t e  of t h e  Balanophoraceae and is 

a p p a r e n t l y  causing damage t o  r u b b e r  trees i n  N i g e r i a .  A single p l a n t  may b e  

a f f e c t i n g  up t o  20 trees. There  is a p p a r e n t l y  no 7ub l i shed  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  

c o n t r o l  of t h i s  p l a n t  nor even on i t s  o c c u r r e n c e  as a weed problem. I f  anyone 

h a s  any in format ion  of t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  C h r i s  P a r k e r  w i l l  b e  g r a t e f u l  t o  h e a r  of 

i t .  

-7 * ; “:y 3roSanche by ~ o Z c r  S t e r i  Zization 

Katan -- e t  a l  ( 1 9 7 6 )  r e p o r t e d  i n  Phy topa tho logy  Vo l .  6 6 ,  pp  683-688, on t h e  

U S ~ ‘  o f  “S31ar hear ing  by p o l y e t h y l e n e  mulching f o r  the  c o n t r o l  of d i s e a s e s  



caused b y  soil-l)orne pathogens". Covering moist  soil with  c l e a r  po lye thylene  

f o r  two weeks or more during t h e  h o t t e s t  par t  of t h e  year r e s u l t e d  i n  k i l l  of 

v a r i o u s  soil- borne d i seases  and weeds. More r e c e n t  r e p o r t s  from Israel  show 

t h a t  t he  technique i s  a l s o  e f f e c t i v e  aga ins t  Orobanche c rena ta .  

account  is  due t o  be published s h o r t l y .  

A d e t a i l e d  

AgaZinis purp urea 

I n  a r ecen t  r epo r t  in Tree P l a n t e r s '  Notes ( 2 9 [ 4 ] : 2 4 - 2 5 ) ,  Musselman - e t  

- a1 gave an account of a heavy i n f e s t a t i o n  of Aga l in i s  pu rpurea  (Scrophular iaceae:  

p u r p l e  g e r a r d i a ,  p a r a s i t i z i n g  t h r e e  year o ld  sycamore, sweetgum and l o b l o l l y  

p ine  i n  no r theas t e rn  North Carol ina.  

t i t a t i v e  s t u d i e s  were not  c a r r i e d  out .  

No growth loss was obvious a l though  quan- 
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