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Abstract

This talk will address the question of whether or not humans are significantly contributing to global warming by burning fossil fuels.  The temporal histories of both Earth’s surface temperature and atmospheric CO2 concentration will be compared over several time scales (millions, thousands, and hundreds of years) to illustrate possible correlations.  Although I am not a climate modeler or an atmospheric scientist, I will present my view of how current climate models were constructed and their ability to predict future warming.  I conclude that most of the recent warming is likely a naturally-occurring process and predictions of temperature increases of ~ 5 C (over the next ~ 100 years) are unwarranted.
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