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FACULTY:

Course Coordinator:  Dwight W. Allen
Theme #1 Prof. Dwight W. Allen 

            and Prof. Ann Schwarz-Miller:
Environmental Decision-Making 

Theme #2 Prof. Richard Whittecar:
Global Climate Change

Theme #3 Prof. Christine Drake:
            Population and Environmeltal Justice

Theme #4 Prof. Thomas Allen:
Environmental Resources

Theme #5 Prof. A. James English, Jr.:
Human Health and the Environment

Theme #6 Prof. Mujde Erten-Unal:
Sustainable Development

Theme #7 Prof. Roseann Runte:
Environmental Literature

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE 

NewPAGE is a three-hour course that provides all first-year students with the opportunity to examine major environmental issues that affect our well-being and require broad policy decisions. It introduces students to rigorous academic investigation through a series of readings, lectures, and discussions, and exposes them to insights by leading scholars on the environment.         


NewPAGE is a multidisciplinary course with units of study (themes) developed by each College in the University. It is designed to introduce students to some of the complexities and interrelationships of natural, societal, philosophical, geographical, economic, aesthetic, engineering, educational, and health issues of our global environment. 

The course normally has one major lecture period each week, on Tuesday mornings from  9:30 - 10:45 a.m. in the Ted Constant Convocation Center (although on one occasion there will be a class on Thursday in place of the Tuesday class – see the course outline). Two 50-minute discussion sections each week led by graduate teaching assistants include exercises and public hearings and provide opportunities for students to clarify and discuss issues raised in the main lecture.

Each discussion session will be facilitated by a graduate teaching assistant, who is responsible for evaluating and posting students’ grades in the class. All questions regarding course content or administration should be directed to the graduate teaching assistant. Each discussion session has a Blackboard site for grades and announcements.
Students MUST HAVE and USE an ODU e-mail account to access Blackboard and receive classroom information. To activate the account, contact http://season.odu.edu. If students have difficulties accessing Blackboard, call 683-3192.
I.         GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The goals of the course are to:

1.
Provide students with different perspectives on environmental issues and their interdependence

2.
Challenge students to engage in critical thinking as they address environmental issues
3.
Help students to develop persuasive and reflective writing and communication skills
4. Encourage students to apply research skills and principles of collaboration through participation in public hearings about environmental issues and class discussions
5. Introduce students to leading scholars in the field
6. Enable students to gain practice in public speaking by presenting coherent arguments to groups.
II.        TEXTS

NewPAGE: New Portals to Appreciating our Global Environment. Boston, MA: Pearson, 2005.

Supplemental materials online on Blackboard: www.blackboard.odu.edu. These materials are required in some discussion sections. Announcements are posted on Blackboard and students are required to check this site daily. Web resources for discussions will be accessed through the Blackboard system.

III.       COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Theme Quizzes (24% of the final grade). Students are required to read the text material assigned for each week before coming to the lecture on that theme. At the conclusion of each theme, students will take a quiz online following that week’s lecture (between 3 p.m. on Tuesday and 6 a.m. Thursday morning). The quizzes will be open-book but must be completed within 40 minutes. Students are encouraged to take as many practice quizzes as they choose before taking the graded quiz. The quizzes are thus designed to be a part of the learning process and to aid in students’ learning. The graduate teaching assistants will provide more detailed schedules regarding assignments and due dates in the discussion sessions. Practice quizzes based on the readings will be available during the quizzing period and for the remainder of the semester after the quizzing period. There will be seven recorded quizzes given over the course of the semester.

Public Hearing/Forum (16% of the final grade).  Students will complete pre-public hearing worksheets, participate in public hearings, and write a position paper on one of the topics to promote critical analysis of that environmental issue. Detailed instructions will be given out in the discussion sections.


Mid-Term Exam (10 % of the final grade).  The mid-term exam will be taken in the discussion sections during the first week in October.  Topics covered in the first five weeks of the course will appear on the Mid-Term.  It is a closed-book examination.


Final Exam (15% of the final grade). The final exam will be taken in-class in the TED on the final examination day (Tuesday, December 13, 8:30 a.m.). The exam will consist of multiple-choice questions taken from all the themes. It is a closed-book examination.

Exercises/Discussion Assignment (20% of the final grade).  Students are required to attend all discussion sessions. The exercise grade will be based on the completion of in-class and out-of-class activities, participation in class discussions and public hearings, participation in group activities, and attendance in discussion sections. Details will be provided in the discussion sessions.

Attendance (10% of the final grade). Attendance is mandatory. Students are required to attend all lecture and discussion sessions. It is imperative that students come on time for the lecture and discussion sections. Plan to arrive at the Ted Constant Convocation Center early for the Tuesday morning lecture as more than 2,000 other students will also be arriving. There will be a pre-class program to enjoy. Students are expected to sit in the seats assigned to their sections.  It is essential that all cell phones and beepers be turned off during the class periods. Penalties will be assigned for students who arrive late (or leave early). 

Students will be able to review video files of lectures as soon as they are posted. The video files are accessible through Blackboard.

Course Evaluation Surveys (5% of the final grade). Students will complete three evaluation surveys during the course. There will be an extensive pre-course survey on students’ opinions about the environment and their perceptions of this course. During the semester students will be asked to complete a mid-course survey. At the end of the course there will be a post-course survey. The pre- and post-course surveys will be worth 2% each and the mid-course survey will be worth 1%.

IV.        STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND GRADES
Percent



Points
Theme Quizzes


23.33%


350

Public Hearing/Forum

17.33%


260

Mid-Term Exam


10%



150

Final Exam


15%



225

Exercises/Discussion Activities
20%



300

Lecture Attendance

  9.33%


140

Course Evaluation Surveys 
  5%


  
  75

_____



____





          100%


         1,500


Extra Credit Opportunities
    
 4%


  
  60

For extra credit, students may attend up to 3 outside lectures or events that relate to the course and write a brief (1-2 page) report on what they learned. Each report is worth up to fifteen extra credit points. The reports are due within one week of the lecture or event.  In addition to this, there will be several service-oriented extra credit opportunities, worth up to sixty points. Students summarizing the DUCX analysis can earn up to fifteen extra credit points (see Blackboard description of DUCX).  Other extra credit opportunities will be announced.

      Students earn their grades. The following grading scale applies:

94-100
%

1410-1500 points

A

90-93


1350-1409


A-

87-89


1305-1349


B+

83-86


1245-1304


B

80-82


1200-1244


B-

77-79


1155-1199


C+

73-76


1095-1154


C

70-72


1050-1094


C-

67-69


1005-1049


D+

63-66


  945-1004


D

60-62


    900-944


D-

59% and below
        0-899


F

Penalties will be incurred for assignments turned in late. For each day late, 5% of the grade will be subtracted from the credit for the assignment. If the assignment is more than 3 days late, no credit will be given.

     V.         COURSE POLICIES

Students are reminded that they have signed a pledge accepting responsibility to abide by the Old Dominion University Honor Code: “I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University.  I will refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism.  I am aware that as a member of the academic community, it is my responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the Honor System.  I will report to an Honor Council hearing if summoned.”  An abbreviated form of this pledge and signature should be on every written assignment submitted for a grade.  

Students with documented disabilities should discuss their needs with their graduate teaching assistants at the beginning of the semester. No undocumented  accommodations can be made after the third week of class. 

Any special circumstances that necessitate absences of more than 2 days will require documentation from the Office of Student Services.

Students are reminded that all cell phones and pagers must be turned off/set to silent mode during the class periods.

Reminder: It is essential that you arrive early for the main lecture. There will be a pre-class session for your enjoyment. Also please arrive early for the discussion sections. If you are more than 5 minutes late, you will not receive full participation points for that lecture or class.

If students have any problems that their graduate students cannot handle, they should contact Prof. Dwight Allen at dwallen@odu.edu or 683-5151. 

Students are always able to request help at newPAGE@odu.edu.
Office hours for graduate teaching assistants will be posted in each discussion section. The NewPAGE office, Education 151 will be open from 12:15-1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

VI.  Lecture & Quiz Schedule
	
	Week
	Theme
Number
	Theme Topic
	Required Text Reading
	Quiz/Exam

	1
	Aug 27-Sep 2
	
	Introduction
	Chapter 4
	Survey #1

	2
	September 3-9
	3
	Population and Environmental Justice 
	Chapter 5
	none

	3
	September 10-16
	3 & 2
	Population & Env. Justice/Global Climate Change
	Chapter 2
	Quiz #1 

Sept. 13



	4
	September 17-23
	2
	Global Climate Change
	Chapter 3
	none

	5
	September 24-30
	
	Club of Rome Guest Speaker-LECTURE ON THURSDAY
	
	Quiz #2

September 27

	6
	October 1-7
	
	Club of Rome Guest Speaker
	Chapter 6
	MIDTERM-in discussion sections 

	7
	October 8-14
	
	Fall Break-no lecture
	Chapter 7
	none

	8
	October 15-21
	4
	Environmental Resources
	Chapter 8
	Quiz #3

October 18

Mid-course survey

	9
	October 22-28
	4 & 5
	Env. Resources/Health and the Environment
	Chapter 9
	none

	10
	Oct 29-Nov 4
	5
	Health and the Environment
	Chapter 10
	Quiz #4

November 1

	11
	November 5-11
	6
	Sustainable Development
	Chapter 11
	Quiz #5

November 8

	12
	November 12-18
	1
	Environmental Decision Making
	Chapter 1

pp. 2-21; 24-25 & an online posting
	Quiz #6 

November 15

	13
	November 19-23
	
	Guest Speaker
	
	None

	14
	Nov 26-Dec 2
	7
	Environmental Literature
	Chapter 12
	None

	15
	December 3-9
	
	Wrap-up/review
	Chapter 13
	Quiz #7

December 6

Post-course Survey

	16
	December 13 

   8:30 a.m.
	ALL
	FINAL EXAM in the TED
	
	December 13




6

