


Project Construct

Project Construct is an approach to teaching that is based
on what we know about how children learn. Designed
for use with students in preschool through the upper
elementary grades, Project Construct embraces teaching
strategies that are consistent with validated theories of
learning and development.

Implementation of Project Construct is supported by a
comprehensive, ongoing, and participant-centered
professional development program.

Project Construct institutes provide opportunities for
educators to invent teaching strategies that support
children’s ways of thinking and challenge them to
construct new knowledge.

X Summer 1997 Institutes 5%

institute for Early Childhood Educators Institute for Elementary Educators
June 23-27 Springfield, Missouri July 21-24 Columbia, Missouri
Kirksville, Missouri
July 7-11 Kansas City, Missouri
St. Louis, Missouri
July J4-18 Columibia, Missouri
August 4-8 St. Lowis, Missouri

For more information, contact:

Project Construct National Center
27 South Tenth Street, Suite 202
Columbia, Missouri 65211
(800) 335-PCNC

Visit our website at:

http:/ /www.missouri.edu/~pcncwww

an equal opportunity/ADA institution
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A Letter from the President of the Association for

Good memories {rom our
November meeting in St. Louis
continue to reverberate. So
much of that meeting was
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memorable for me—our
wonderful keynote
speakers, the teacher-led
workshops I attended. and
the very pleasant happy
hour that many of us
enjoyed, to mention just a
few of the highlights.
Thanks, again, to Brenda
Fyte and Sharon Schattgen
and to all those who
worked with them to make
the St. Louis meeting such
a success.

For me, there was a very
clear theme in St. Louis, and it
had to do with the social side of
constructivism. In our efforts to
explain how constructivism is
different from other theories of
knowing, we often emphasize
the idea that everyone must
construct his or her own
knowledge. I know I have been
fond of saying that nobody else
can understand something for
us. But, while this thought
captures an essential aspect of
constructivism, it can also be
dangerously misleading.
Consequently, [ have always
hastened to add that, of course,
others can help us understand
and that this is what teachers do.
Now, though, the St. Louis
meeting has helped me to better
understand the many ways in
which others can help and to see
how central their assistance 1s in

the knowledge-construction
process.

Each of our keynoters spoke
directly to this theme. Drawing
on Piaget’s recently translated
“Sociological Studies™ and her
own very extensive work with
young children, Rheta DeVries
helped us understand the
parallels and interplays between
the development of mental
operations and the development
of co-operations among peers. In
a speech chock full of wonderful
images, Lucy Calkins spoke of
teachers “getting behind™ what
children are doing and helping
them realize the possibilities.
Jim Wertsch gave us a
beautifully clear overview of
Vygotsky's thinking and
emphasized the centrality of
cultural tools in cognitive
development. And Carol Gilles
helped us appreciate the richness
of the give-and-take in
classroom talk as a vehicle for
enhancing the development of
students and teachers alike.

[t 1s clearer to me now more
than ever that simply standing
back to let learners understand
things for themselves is, at best,
an incomplete way of teaching.
[t we think of all the disciplines
that we teach in school as very
powerful tools for understanding
things—tools created and made
available to us by our cultures—
then it is easy to see the
potential contributions of
countless “others™ to each
individual’s development. In






