
 

 

 

      April 7, 2010 

 

 

TO:  Provost’s Council 

 

FROM: Judith M. Bowman 

  Assistant Vice President for Undergraduate Studies 

 

SUBJ:  Provost’s Council Agenda for Tuesday, April 13 

 

The Provost’s Council will meet on Tuesday, April 13 from 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

in Koch Hall.  Since we have a lengthy agenda, please adjust your calendars to stay until 10:30 

a.m. if possible.  The following agenda items will be discussed. 

 

1. Approval of the March 23 minutes (see attachment, p. 1-2) 

 

2. Textbook Rental Presentation – Todd Johnson 

 

3. Graduate Student Financial Support and Graduate Program Management  

Phil Langlais 

 

4. Visiting Scholar/Volunteer Policy and Agreement (see attachments, p. 3-7) 9:00 a.m. 

Jay Wright and Zohir Handy  

 

5. Export Controls (see attachment, p. 8-10) 

 

6. Revised Wording for Faculty Senate Issue 2008/9-2, Policy on Plagiarism (see 

attachments, p. 11-18) – 9:15 a.m., Jay Wright, Geneva Walker-Johnson and Mike 

DeBowes will join us for the discussion   

 

7. Responsibility for GTA Institute (see attachments, p. 19-28) 

 

8. Faculty Senate Issue 2009/10-10, Special Appointments Policy and Procedure – Revised, 

Combination of Two Policies (see attachments, p. 29-33) 

 

9. Proposed Changes to Dates in the Policy on Eminent Scholars (see attachment, p. 34-36) 

 

10. Approval of Academic Program Review Process for 2010-15 

 

11. Announcements/Reminders 

A. Call for Nominations for 2011 Outstanding Faculty Awards (see attachment, p. 37-

45) 

B. Deadline for WEAVE reports for 2009-10 is August 1, 2010 



PROVOST’S COUNCIL 

April 13, 2010 

Minutes 

 

The Provost’s Council met on Tuesday, April 13, 2010 from 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

in Koch Hall.  Those present were Carol Simpson (Chair), Osman Akan, Darryl Atkinson, 

Andrew Balas, Jennifer Blow, Andy Casiello, Paul Champagne, Chandra de Silva, Mike 

DeBowes, Bill Graves, Zohir Handy, Todd Johnson, Phil Langlais, Brenda Lewis, Mohammad 

Najand, Mike Overstreet, Ann Pettingill, Marty Sharpe, Geneva Walker-Johnson, Charles 

Wilson, and Jay Wright.  The following agenda items were discussed. 

 

1. The March 23 minutes were approved. 

 

2. Textbook Rental Presentation 

 

Todd Johnson, Darryl Atkinson and Jennifer Blow described a textbook rental program 

that will be available to students through the University Bookstore run by Follett.  The 

cost to rent a textbook could be as low as 50% compared to the cost of a new textbook.  

Projected savings to students in the first year of the program are $.5 million. 

 

3. Graduate Student Financial Support and Graduate Program Management 

 

Phil Langlais reminded the Deans that processing and oversight of graduate student 

financial awards will no longer be done in the Office of Graduate Studies.  Effective June 

1, the deans’ offices will be responsible for this function.  Dr. Langlais is meeting with 

individuals in each of the colleges to help them understand what is involved in this 

process.  The allocation of funds for graduate students should be part of the deans’ annual 

reports. 

 

4. Visiting Scholar/Volunteer Policy and Agreement 

 

Jay Wright and Zohir Handy discussed the proposed Visiting Scholar/Volunteer Policy 

and the Volunteer or Visiting Scholar Agreement. The policy is designed to protect the 

University’s ownership interest in intellectual property and confidentiality in research 

conducted by the University.  Council members supported the proposed policy, which 

will now be forwarded to President Broderick for approval and to the Faculty Senate for 

information.  Several revisions were suggested for the Volunteer or Visiting Scholar 

Agreement, and these revisions will be made by Zohir Handy. 

 

5. Export Controls 

 

Phil Langlais presented the recommendations from the Ad Hoc Committee on Export 

Control Program. One of the recommendations is to purchase a University level license to 

eCustoms through a Virginia State Consortium contract, and Carol Simpson stated that 

this will be done.  Information on eCustoms will be presented to the Provost’s Council 



when available.  The ODU Office of Research is developing a training program on export 

control.   

 

6. Revised Wording for Faculty Senate Issue 2008/9-2, Policy on Plagiarism 

 

Jay Wright, Geneva Walker-Johnson and Mike DeBowes joined Council members for 

discussion of revised wording for Faculty Senate Issue 2008/9-2, Policy on Plagiarism.  

The proposed language to be added to the Board of Visitors Student Disciplinary Policy 

and Procedures is intended to provide more leverage to faculty in proving plagiarism.  

The proposed language with revisions suggested by the members of the Provost’s 

Council is as follows. 

 

Students engaging in the behaviors listed in Paragraph V.A., Sections 1-4 above 

of the Faculty Handbook shall be presumed considered as having done so 

intentionally or knowingly.  (See:  Sections 1-4 in Paragraph V.A. that define 

inappropriate behaviors and policies in regard to cheating, plagiarism, 

fabrication and/or facilitation.) 

 

The Council’s recommendation will be forwarded to President Broderick. 

 

7. Responsibility for GTA Institute 

 

Several proposals have been discussed in the past several months about responsibility for 

the GTA Institute.  Carol Simpson noted that the Institute should continue to be 

conducted centrally for fall 2010.  She will ask GAC to discuss implementation of the 

GTA Institute and what portions of the Institute the colleges should be responsible for at 

their next meeting.  Brenda Lewis will send the deans and associate deans a document 

containing an overview of the steps and procedures involved in implementation of the 

Institute. 

 

8. Faculty Senate Issue 2009/10-10, Special Appointments Policy and Procedure – Revised, 

Combination of Two Policies 

 

Council members discussed the revisions proposed for the Statement on Hiring 

Procedures for Instructional and Administrative Faculty.  The revisions incorporate parts 

of the Policy on Faculty and Faculty Administrator Hiring, which the Faculty Senate has 

recommended for deletion.  Council members agreed with the revisions and the deletion 

of the Policy on Faculty and Faculty Administrator Hiring.  The Council’s 

recommendation will be forwarded to President Broderick. 

 

9. Proposed Changes to Dates in the Policy on Eminent Scholars 

 

Council members discussed and approved proposed changes to the dates in the Eminent 

Scholars policy and the schedule for Eminent Scholar designation.  The first date change 

allows more time for the nominations to be made in the fall.  The second change moves 

the date forward for the submission of nominations to the Eminent Scholars Committee, 



which will provide more time for the committee to review nominations and make its 

decisions.  The Council’s recommendation will be forwarded to the Faculty Senate. 

 

Carol Simpson stated that all available eminent scholar positions are filled, and the 

process to designate new eminent scholars may need to move to every other year.  

Chandra de Silva suggested that eminent scholar positions should be viewed as a 

proportion of the full-time faculty.  Bill Graves recommended that some type of 

evaluation or reappointment process be considered for faculty at some point after their 

designation as eminent scholars.  Phil Langlais reminded the Deans that the policy 

recommends that each eminent scholar on the selection committee serve for one three-

year term.  He noted that several committee members have served longer than three years 

and asked the Deans to review their representatives to the committee. 

 

10. Approval of Academic Program Review Process for 2010-15 

 

This agenda item will be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

11. Announcements/Reminders 

A. Information on the call for nominations for the 2011 Outstanding Faculty Awards was 

included with the agenda. 

B. Carol Simpson reminded the Deans that the deadline for WEAVE reports for 2009-10 

is August 1, 2010. 

 

 

 


