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Recently, Advanced 2 students Maan Almaddah (Saudi Arabia), 

Nam Yong Lee and Ja Young Lee (South Korea) interviewed 
Guelmbaye Ngarsandje (Chad) and Ali Al-Hadrami (Jordan) about 

student life and goals. 
 

Guelmbaye, many students say that you always smile. What 
makes you smile or be happy every day?   
I have an optimistic mind. Even when someone hurts my feel-
ings, I still try to keep my feelings positive. That's why I always 
have a smile. 
 
Have you ever had any special careers? 
I used to work in the ministry of infrastructures in my country 
as an economical business advisor. Also, I worked for a Non-
Government Organization for three and a half years as a pro-
gram manager, especially in project development. I also worked 
for one year and six months for United Nations Development 
Program as a project coordinator in order to help refugees who 
came to N'Djamena (capital of Chad) to be safe. 
  
What are some cultural problems between your country 
and the USA? 
I had been aware of culture shock in the U.S.A before I came 
here, so I was sure that I would adapt well. However, it was not 
as easy as I expected because of the food. So, I usually cook by 
myself. I miss homemade food. Furthermore, I have had prob-
lem ordering in restaurants because of my bad pronunciation. 
They didn't understand what I said. Nowadays, I am getting 
better and better. 
 

 We heard that you have a traditional house in Chad.  Can 
you describe it?  
-ÏÓÔ ÈÏÕÓÅÓ ÉÎ #ÈÁÄ ÁÒÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ Ȱ"ÁÎÃÏȱȟ  ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÃÌÁÙȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÏÏÆ ÉÓ 
made of steel sheet. The average room is about 12x12 feet.. 
  
What do you want to get through the experience of studying 
in the USA? 
My major is International Studies. After the ELC program, I will 
ÅÎÔÅÒ ɍ/$5Ɏ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÍ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 
for a Ph.D., if possible. The reasons why I want to study here is to 
gain a lot of opportunities to experience many things in the econ-
ÏÍÙȠ ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓȟ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÌÅÁÒÎ 
could help to enhance the economical system in Chad. I want to 
have a chance. 
 

Ali, why did you decide to study in the USA? 
The most important thing that motivated me is a powerful educa-

tional system in the United States ï a more practical and comprehen-
sive academic system. 

  

Why did you choose ODU and how did you find it? 
Well, I think, it has a good reputation in Virginia. To add to that, my 
sister works here as a doctor, which made it easier for me to find a 

place to stay. In addition, ODU has a good atmosphere where stu-
dents are very enthusiastic and hardworking, which in its part moti-

vated me to be the same. 
  

What do you want to do or get before getting 30 years old except 

for studying? 
At first, it is very important for me to complete my graduate degree 
before reaching 30 years old. By 30, I want to be able to have a fam-

ily and get on with my life. 

  

Do you have many American friends?  
My focus at the moment is studying. I have to take a test for the 
MBA program called the GMAT. In addition, I have to complete 

other exams to enter the program. Of course, I am excited about 
meeting new friends. After entering the program, it will be easier for 

me to meet new friends because I will have more flexible time. 
  

Where are your favorite places to hang out with friend or your-

self? 
I usually go the oceanfront, because the atmosphere makes me relax. 
In addition, the ocean is close to my house. 
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The Wedding Ceremony  

in Japan  
(by Madoka Aoyama, Japan)  

 
The Japanese traditional wedding 

is called Shinto style.  It started in 

1900 when the prince had his wed-

ding in front of the Shinto God at 

shrine.  After his wedding, there were a lot of people started want-

ing to adopt the Shinto wedding, and one of the biggest shrines is 

set up Shinto style wedding for the people.  

It goes like this: There are two girls called Miko, who serve God, 

and a male Master who celebrates the wedding in front of God.  Peo-

ple walk to an enshrined room followed by the Miko and Master, 

then the groom and the bride, parents of the groom, parents of the 

bride, the family of the groom, and the family of the bride.  After the 

Miko announce the beginning of wedding, they all bow at the same 

time toward God.  While the Master is purifying them, they keep 

bowing, and he asks God for blessing.  After the blessing, the groom 

and bride drink Sake and the groom reads vows, and offer Tama-

gushi leaves with the bride to God.  Then everyone else drinks in 

order.  Drinking Sake together shows their intimacy.  Now that they 

had Sake together, they are now relatives.  In the end, the Master 

tells God that they have finished the wedding safely and everyone 

bows, and leaves the room.  

Nowadays, some people have lunch at the reception with their 

new family, but originally there wasnõt any reception after the wed-

ding.  The groom and bride go to the groomõs house, and then every-

one leaves. 

The Traditional Wedding Ceremony in Korea 
By Hyunjung Kwon (Korea) 

 
 The wedding ceremony in Korea has changed a lot since we 
became civilized. Today, most people marry in both the old and new 
ways. 

 The wedding ceremony is one of the most important days of a 
personôs life. A traditional wedding actually begins before the actual 
ceremony. Two or three days before the wedding takes place, the 
groom sends wedding gifts to the bride, including a gold ring, some 
clothes and Korean traditional food. The box which contains these gifts 
is called ñHam.ò The carrier of the ñHamò is called ñHamjinabi.ò  This 
man delivers the ñHamò to the brideôs house. Usually, ñHamjinabiò is a 
friend of the groom. That day, the man who delivers ñhamò asks the 
brideôs friend. If he asks them, they make a deal with him. If I do that, 
you should come some steps. It usually takes 1 hour. Itôs kind of tradi-
tional customs. 
 There are two parts of the wedding ceremony: the traditional 

part and the modern part. During the 
traditional part, the groom dresses like a 
civil officer while the bride puts ñChokturiò 
on her head and ñyonji and konjiò on her 
cheeks.  The groom and bride greet to 
their parents. It depends on family and 
locality. Then, the parents wish them to 
words and throw jujube and chestnut. 
Jujube means a boy, and chestnut 
means a girl. 
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The Modern Wedding Culture of Korea 
(by Hyoseok Seo, South Korea) 

 
 How different is the wedding culture of 
your country compared to Korea?  The wedding 
culture in Korea has mixed with other cultures.  
Thus, the process of weddings is diversified and 
complicated, so it takes about four months to a 
year for the groom and bride to prepare the wed-
ding ceremony.  The Korean wedding culture is 
different from other countries in aspects of the 
number of congratulators, congratulatory money, 
and marriage expenses. 
 First, many people still think that the 
more congratulators who come to the ceremony, 
the better.  Some people believe many congratula-
tors mean the power of the family, so they want to 
invite as many people as possible.  They think that 
people who are around them should celebrate on 
a happy day, and they also like to be in crowded 
places with people when they have a party. 
 Second, most adult people coming to the 
ceremony give a groom or a bride to whom they 
are related congratulatory money around $70.  
They used to send the money for the celebration, 
yet the meaning of sending the money seems to 
have changed to an obligation these days.  There 
are some people who give the money through the 
online bank unless they can attend the ceremony, 
due to a busy business. 
 Finally, most people think only a groom 
has to arrange for a house which he and the bride 
are going to live, and a bride purchases something 
they need to live like a refrigerator, a TV, and furni-
ture.  It can seem unfair to foreigners, but there 
are still many people who think men have to ar-
range for the house because they are accustomed 
to following their existing social customs. 
 In conclusion, all of the countries have 
differences within their own wedding culture.  The 
Korean wedding culture has been developed as the 
unique feature in aspects of congratulators, con-
gratulatory money, and marriage expenses.  I think 
that a desire to be happy through the marriage 
doesn't change although the appearances of wed-
ding culture have been changed rapidly by cultural 
interchange among countries. 

Meric, Maan, Jamie, and Alboury 

at the beach. 

Advanced 2 students Alejandra, 

Pinyada, Parujee, and Mario visited 

and interviewed Advanced 1.  

Take me out to the ball game! 


