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Spending the summer with the ELC?  Summer 1 begins May 13, 2008!  Registration begins May 5.  
TOEFL will be offered on August 18 ðregistration begins July 18.  

We interviewed two international students to learn about why English is 
important to them. Joyce is in the Intermediate class and Joachim is in 
the Undergraduate Bridge. Joyce is 29 and comes from Thailand. She 
wants to get an MBA in the U.S. She chose Virginia, as her uncle lives in 

Virginia Beach. Joachim is 21 and comes from Norway and studies In-
ternational Business. He also lives in Virginia Beach and came here, as 
his father got a job at NATO headquarters in Norfolk.  
 

Why is learning English important for you? 
Joyce: To get a good job, and a good salary. All people, even in my coun-

try, if you canôt speak English it will be abnormal. 
 

Then do Thai companies require a high standard of English skills? 
Joyce: Absolutely. Companies want their employees to have high English 
skills. You have to use English language every day in your working place.  
Lots of things are based on the English such as sending a mail, receiving 

a phone call and lots of things are based on the English. As already, I 
mentioned, if you have good English skills, you can get a higher salary 
and a better position. 

 

How about in Norway? 
Joachim: In order to communicate with the other people we definitely need 
English skills. Because Norway, Denmark, Sweden are not that strong 
countries. 

  

How about the job? If you have better English skills, can you get a 

better job? 
Joachim: Not necessarily a better job, maybe a more challenging job. But, 

it doesnôt hurt to get it in. If I know the English part, I might be a communi-
cator in my future job. I believe that through studying English I can get my 
chances to get good job. 

Joyce: I couldnôt agree with him much. Nowadays, if you have better Eng-
lish skills than other people, it means you can easily get access to a lot of 
good information. If you only know Thai language, you canôt have a 

chance to see all that. Even if you donôt work for an export company, Eng-
lish is important. For examples, salesmen have to sell some products that 
are written in English or came from English speaking countries. English is 

like your lives. 
Joachim: I think so. The world is becoming globalized and the majority of 
the Internet information is written in English. If you donôt have enough 

knowledge about English, you will not be able to survive. 
 

Then, when did you start learning English? 
Joachim: Hmm, I learning English started when I was in 3rd grade in ele-

mentary school. But now, they start in 1st grade. And itôs mandatory. Itôs 
our second language. 
Joyce: About first grade.  I began learning English at a private school. But 

a public school is differ-
ent. They start learning 
English in 3rd grade. 

When I was in private 
school, English and 
Chinese were very 

important. 
 

Officially? Then how about other languages? 
Joachim: French, German, Russian and Spanish, but it depends on what 

kind of school youôre attending. English is mandatory. 
 

Between English and Chinese which one is more important in Thai?  
Joyce: Definitely English. Of course, nowadays Chinese is also getting 
popular. 
 

Is it better to learn English by studying abroad?  
Joyce: Yes. 
Joachim: Of course.  
Joyce: Because we can meet native speakers, and get experiences in real 

life situations. And you only speak English. But when Iôm home in my 
country I speak Thai with my mom. 
 

ELC students donôt have much knowledge about how the regular 

courses are, so tell us about being an American student. Since you 

are a bridge student, you join the regular classes. Could you please 

mention something about the regular courses?  
Joachim: My experience is that it is much faster, and you have to pay a lot 
of attention in order to actually learn something. Comparing to the ELC-

classes you are kind of just sitting there, while the teacher explains difficult 
words. But, that is never going to happen in regular classes, you just have 
to write them down and check them out yourself. I actually like those 

classes better. 
 

Itôs because the regular classes are more challenging? And is it a 

chance for you to learn more in a useful way? 
Joachim: Yes, you learn more, and as long as it is toward a bachelorôs 
[degree], it motivates you. 

 
According to Joyce and Joachim, there is no doubt that English is an 
important language to enter the universityôs regular classes or many 
doors in their future career that most of us are looking forward to. As 

Joachim says, it is important motivation.  

A Norwegianôs and a Thaiôs Views on the English Language 
by Seokjun Bae (Korea), Joseph Mun (Korea) and Ida Søegaard (Denmark) 

From left: Joseph, 
Ida, Seokjun, Joyce, 

and Joachim. 
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Stay Cool Throughout the Summer  
Ji Hoon Hyun (Korea)  

 

Have you ever eaten a bowl of Pot Bing Su be-

fore? Itõs a kind of sherbet that generally in-

cludes sweet red -beans, crushed ice, milk, 

fruit, syrup, small pieces of rice cake, and jelly. 

But actually, Pot Bing Su are variable depending 

on the place. For example, even if you go to 

McDonaldõs or any other fast food chain in Ko-

rea, you will find Pot Bing Su easily. However, 

the ingredients of Pot Bing Su might be differ-

ent in each place. Now, Iõll tell you how to make Pot Bing Su, which 

is one of the famous deserts in Korea. Even if you are going to 

make it for the first time, itõll be easy. More than anything else, 

you need to prepare the ingredients before making it. As men-

tioned, you are basically in need of sweet red -bean paste, some 

cubes of ice. At first, crush some cubes of ice as fast as you can 

by using a grinder. Then, pour some sweet red -bean paste on the 

crushed ice. If you want to make sweet red -bean paste for your-

self, boil the proper amounts of red -beans, sugar, and water to-

gether until they become sticky. Finally, sprinkle a little con-

densed milk and decorate with fruit. You can add anything you 

want like jelly, syrup, and small pieces of rice cake. I'm quite sure 

that you are going to love Pot Bing Su after you taste it once.  

Color  Coordinating for Dummies  

In Woong Park (Korea)  

 

Every morning, we are struggling in front of the mirror. òWhat 

color necktie do I need?ó òWhat shirt color is going to be the best 

match with these pants?ó Here are three solutions that will be 

relieve your worries. If you observe these rules, you are going to 

be a òfashionista.ó 

Rule #1. White shirts are well matched anywhere.  

White shirts are fundamental items. They are also stylish items, 

no matter what your skin tone is. However, you should avoid detail 

or patterned shirts. Specifically, basic white shirts are a òmust-

have itemó for men. Always, the classic is the best. 

White shirts match with colorful neckties or V -neck sweaters in 
pastel shades. J 

Rule #2. Avoid colorful pants . 

Please, avoid splendidly colorful pants if you are not a model or 

entertainer. You could be seen as a funny crown. Pants can just be 

a basic part of an outfit; therefore, they donõt attract peopleõs 

attention. They support shirts or ties ñwhich draw more attention.  

Rule #3. Use complementary colors.  

If you want to be daring, youõd better coordinate by using comple-

mentary colors: red and green, yellow and purple or violet, blue 

and orange, and so on. Complementary colors show your confi-

dence, so you can give a strong impression to others.  

Are you afraid of something new?  
Ji Hyeon Kim (Korea) 

 
People may feel relaxed with the environment they are ac-

customed to. Thatôs true. We tend to be comfortable and ordinary 
when doing familiar things. However, think about how much you can 
learn and open your mind by experiences with new things. 

I used to be a kind of stiff person before I tried to break 
stereotypes. I didnôt like to switch things unless there were problems. 
The first time this happened was when I started raising a dog in my 
house. I didnôt like dogs and thought they were quite harmful to peo-
ple, even though they seemed to be good friends. Although I was a 
little bit worried when I first got my little dog, I tried not to lose my 
pace to treat the dog well. Later, I found that Iôd done pretty well and 
we became friends without knowing it. Now, Iôm glad to have changed 
for any other things that I havenôt tried yet. 
 My older sister, as another example, is a somewhat timid 
and introverted person. When she came here to visit me, I took her to 
New York City and left her there. She at first didnôt want to be alone 
because she couldnôt speak English almost at all. I kept saying that 
she would be okay and she finally experienced reading a map and 
taking a subway in NYC by herself. She was greatly happy that she 
made it.  

It seems that the reasons are not enough to change, so 
people may ask why they should change at all. We are, however, 
living in the world which has plenty of fun and exciting events that are 
too priceless to miss. Your lifetime may not be long enough to chal-
lenge yourself with something new. Is there anything that comes to 
mind right now? Guess what? Just try it! 

An Unforgettable Trip to Australia  
                                 Ja-Hyun Lee (Korea) 

 

Last January, I traveled to the eastern coast of Australia with my 
son. At first we arrived in Brisbane, and then we visited ñLone Pine Sanc-
tuaryò. There, I took the pictures of my son holding a koala and we spent 

time feeding and playing with the kangaroos in the open without any park 
staff. It was very refreshing.  

A few days later, we arrived in Sydney. We got to the ñBlue Moun-

tainò, called the little Grand Canyon. While the Grand Canyon reminded 
me of Americansô Frontier Spirit, the Blue Mountain gave me a rather sad 
feeling. This is probably because at about 922,918 meters high, the Three 

Sisters Rock has a legend that three sisters of one tribe who loved oppo-
nentsô brothers were changed into three huge stones by a witch doctor.   

On the third day, we took a trip along the Great Ocean Road with 

its magnificent surf beaches.  No wonder it is considered the most beauti-
ful coastal road in the world! The highlight of it was the gorgeous ñTwelve 
Apostles Rocksò in the Port Campbell National Park, but there remain ten 

rocks now because of the ero-
sion. Lastly, as the sun faded on 
Philip Island, watching thou-

sands of the world's littlest pen-
guins waddling towards the 
beach showed how hard Austra-
lians try to keep their areas un-

contaminated. Though it was a 
long 15-day backpack trip, I 
learned a lot about Australia, and 

its beautiful local areas are  still 
vivid in my mind. Three Sisters Rock in Australia. 

Pot Bing Su 

č Min Jeong (Intermediate, Korea) finds her place in 
the world on the giant globe at the zoo. 

On April 15, we went to the Virginia 
Zoo!  We saw an amazing variety of 
animals, some for the very first time! 

čBill and Hyunjung (Adv.1, Korea) 
say ñHEY!ò to us in Korean. 


