Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

October 15, 2008

Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

· Present: Dean Chatfield (Busi), Gianluca De Leo (HS), Kurt Gaubatz (A&L), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Roland Mielke (Engnr), Mike Overstreet (Sci), Andreas Tolk (Engnr), Gary Morrison (Edu), Ginger Watson (Edu)
· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the Minutes of the August 13, 2008 meeting for approval, whereupon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously adopted; the minutes were approved as presented.

· Update on the 2008/2009 M&S Stipend: 

· Miki Yoshimura announced the names of M&S stipend recipients whose E1S’s have not reached the Office of Graduate Studies. The Steering Committee members were asked to double check on the status of those students. 
· College of Business was unable to fill the stipend slot. It will be reallocated to another college. Phil Langlais asked the committee to submit qualifying candidates for Spring/Summer assistantship to him.
· 2009/2010 Assistantships:

· Phil Langlais announced that there will be no external funding available for AY 2009/2010
· Kurt Gaubatz made a comment that when the funding comes back, it has to come back to M&S, not to general funds, as M&S programs are of vital importance to the university.

· Andreas Tolk suggested that the Steering Committee should issue an official memo stating the importance of M&S, and to solicit continued support for the M&S programs.

· Phil Langlais endorsed the idea of M&S having high budgetary priority, as it is clearly the growth area and is embraced by the institution and has gained success in such a short period of time. He indicated his attendance to the M&S strategic meeting and expressed his intent to push the points raised by the Steering Committee. 
· Course and Certificate Proposals: 

· GPIS: 
· Kurt Gaubatz presented the following three proposals to the committee: 
· Master of Arts concentration/track in M&S
· PhD major concentration/track in M&S
· PhD minor concentration/track in M&S
· All three proposals in the College of Arts and Letters were unanimously approved.
· Steering Committee discussed the importance of sharing course loads across colleges, which is an important area especially with the current budgetary constraints. Administrative structures must be organized to make it possible and easy for faculty to cross teach or co-teach and get appropriate accreditation as well as resources for developing new interdisciplinary courses. Committee agreed that in spite of the complexity in workload analysis, course sharing among faculty and across colleges is an effective way to minimize cost, and M&S, being multidisciplinary in nature, will be a perfect test bed for these kinds of activities.
· Health Sciences: 

· Gianluca De Leo presented the following three course proposals.

· HLSC 853 Modeling and Simulation in Health Sciences

· MLRS 6XX Modeling and Simulation of Macro Medical Images

· MLRS 6XX Modeling and Simulation in Micro Medical Images

· HLSC 853 proposal was unanimously approved by the Steering Committee with a recommendation to make 611 the prerequisite and 612 a co-requisite and to ensure that this course is offered concurrently with MSIM 612. Gianluca De Leo will take the recommendations to Holly Gaff, the faculty who put together the proposal. 
· The Steering Committee discussed the other two proposals (Modeling and Simulation in Macro and Micro Medical Images), and made the following recommendations:

· Since there is not much “simulation” component in both classes, it may be advisable to drop the word “simulation” from the course titles and call them “modeling” classes.

· Create a “visualization” class and make it a prerequisite so that these two courses can focus more on modeling and simulation.
· Steering Committee discussed the possibility of statistics course to be one of the courses that can be shared across colleges to eliminate duplication. A concern was raised that the level of students’ sophistication in statistics can significantly vary.  
· Gianluca De Leo and Ginger Watson raised a question about the possibility of offering MSIM 611/612 courses online or through teletechnet. Roland Mielke replied that there is no such plan due to resource limitation.

· Education:
· Ginger Watson presented proposals for a certificate (Modeling and Simulation Certificate in Education and Training) and a course syllabus (Theory and Design of Instructional Simulations).
· Both the certificate proposal and a course were unanimously approved by the Steering Committee.  
· Future Meetings:

· Phil Langlais announced that the future meetings will occur on an ad hoc basis. 
· Other 
· Roland Mielke announced that MSIM 612 will be offered on Thursdays, from 4:20 to 7:00 in Spring 09. It will be the same schedule as MSIM 611, which is being offered this Fall semester. 
· Roland Mielke asked the Steering Committee members to submit the name of one faculty member from each college who will be presenting M&S materials in his/her discipline for a half class period one time during the latter half of the Spring semester. 
Miki Yoshimura   
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