Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

January 28, 2009
Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

· Present: Dean Chatfield (BU), Gianluca De Leo (HS), David Earnest (AL), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Roland Mielke (EN), Li Li (AL), Li-Shi- Luo (SC), Mark Scerbo (SC), Ginger Watson (ED)
· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the Minutes of the October 15, 2008 meeting for approval, whereupon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously adopted; the minutes were approved as presented.

· Update on the 2008/2009 M&S Stipend: 

· Phil Langlais asked the committee members regarding the progress of the M&S stipend recipients. Li-Shi Luo suggested that the committee members should generate progress reports, and it was agreed. The report containing student information, name of the program (certificate and/or degree), as well as information that conveys the progress of the student is to be submitted to Phil Langlais. 
· Mark Scerbo asked Roland Mielke about the progress of MSIM 611 and 612 courses. Roland Mielke reported that the students enrolled in those courses who come from various colleges (Health Sciences, Psychology, GPIS, etc.) are progressing well. Phil Langlais asked Roland Mielke to create a list of students and the colleges where they are from. Roland Mielke agreed, and also announced that the class will be offered at the same time in the Fall semester (Thursdays, 4:20-7).
· Ginger Watson brought up an issue related to limited enrollment into Education’s M&S certificate program, i.e., most of the students live at a distance, and she emphasized the need for M&S core courses (MSIM 611/612) to be offered as distance education. The committee discussed the need as well as the limited resources for offering MSIM 611/612 as distance education. Phil Langlais asked Ginger Watson to put together a recommendation, and Ginger Watson agreed to provide it with some hard data to support her case.

· The Committee discussed the reallocation of unused stipend slot from the College of Business. Li-Shi-Luo, Gianluca De Leo, Ginger Watson and Roland Mielke nominated students from respective colleges. They agreed to provide the committee with the credentials of the nominees, so that the committee could decide the recipient during next meeting.
· 2009/2010 Assistantships:

· Phil Langlais announced that at this point, no one should make commitments to students regarding assistantships for AY 2009/2010, as the outcome of the attempts to recover funds is still uncertain.   
· Course and Certificate Proposals: 

· Health Sciences: 
· Gianluca De Leo presented the following three proposals to the committee: 
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: Modeling and Simulation in Health Sciences
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: GPIS in Health Sciences
· Health Sciences Modeling and Simulation Certificate
· The committee extensively discussed the importance of foundational/conceptual knowledge as a crucial competency for succeeding in M&S specialized courses. 

· The committee also discussed the need for eliminating duplication of foundational courses across campus, and coming up with institutional core auxiliary courses for M&S. GIS, fundamental statistics and experimental design were among the courses identified to be part of the core. 
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: Modeling and Simulation in Health Sciences: The committee made a recommendation to explicitly indicate in the syllabus that adequate time will be spent on covering the conceptual quantitative foundation. Also, the text book and the software used for the course should be listed in the syllabus. 

· HLSC 795/895 Topics: GPIS in Health Sciences: The committee made a recommendation to list the GIS foundational course (502) as a recommended course to be taken prior to taking this course. The committee also recommended that the syllabus to be expanded and to be more explicit on the theoretical competencies to ensure that students understand the concepts as well as the applications.
· Gianluca De Leo will bring back above recommendations to Holy Gaff, the instructor on record, and the proposals will be revisited once the recommendations are taken into account.

· Health Sciences Modeling and Simulation Certificate: The committee discussed the pros and cons about the name of the certificate, whether to keep it generic and broad, or make it more specific. David Earnest suggested that it would be up to the college to decide, and the committee generally agreed that the name could be kept, and the certificate may have “emphasis in…” when there is a need to differentiate.  
· Engineering: 

· Roland Mielke presented the proposal for Physics-based Modeling and Simulation Certificate submitted by Gene Hou. He expressed his concerns about the proposal that (1) the title may not be appropriate and (2) M&S core courses are not listed. The committee made a the following recommendations. 
(1) Syllabi of the listed courses to be submitted for review;

(2) Title to be reconsidered, and 
(3) MSIM 601/602 should be included.
 These recommendations will be returned to Gene Hou, and the committee will revisit the proposal when the proposal is resubmitted. 
· M&S Website:
· Phil Langlais announced the committee that there has to be an extensive discussion on the university-wide website and the M&S website in the larger scheme.  The discussion is postponed until next meeting due to time limitation. 

· Issues and recommendations for M&S Executive Committee:
· The discussion is postponed until next meeting due to time limitation. 
· Schedule of Spring 2009 M&S Steering Committee Meetings:

· The committee decided to meet every week for the time being to discuss pressing issues. Next meeting is scheduled to take place on February 4, 2009. 
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