Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

February 13, 2008

Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

· Present: Gianluca De Leo (HS), Roland Mielke (Engnr), Mark Scerbo (Sci), John Sokolowski (VMASC), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Andreas Tolk (Engnr), Miki Yoshimura (OGS)

· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the Minutes of the January 23, 2008 meeting for approval, whereupon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously adopted, the minutes were approved as presented.

· Update on the 2007/2008 M&S Stipend: 

· Phil Langlais reminded the committee members that the E1Ss for the students who are receiving the stipend for Spring 08 has to be submitted by the endo f this week.

· It was discussed that the E1Ss for Summer 08 will have to be processed ealy. Phil Langlais will notify the committee members when to start processing them.
· Reallocation of Traci Sievenpiper’s (Math) summer stipend award:
· Phil Langlais reported to the committee about the student who is currently receiving the stipend but leaving the university at the end of the semester to move to New York. The committee discussed how this case shold be handled. 

· The committee agreed that the department has to issue a letter describing the status of their certificate program and a plan for this particular student to complete the certificate program, which was an important criteria for receiving the stipend. 

· The committee also agreed that the department has 2 to 3 weeks before they decide on a well qualified recipient who will be receiving the $6000 summer stipend that is being reallocated. Phil Langlais acknowledged that the committee’s awareness that this is a special case and whoever is receiving the reallocated stipend is not guaranteed to receive further funding. 
· AY 2008/2009 Stipends – Revised recommendations to the executive committee: 

· Phil Langlais presented the recommendation letter to the executive committee regarding AY 2008/2009 stipends. The committee discussed the details of the letter. The letter was agreed by majority of the committee, and Phil Langlais will present it to the executive committee. 

· The committee discussed point number 1 of the recommendation letter that stipulates: “To recruit highly qualified students into Ph.D. programs (1st priority) or Master’s degree programs (2nd priority). Following phrase will be added to supplement the description of the degree programs: “(degree programs) that have an M&S track or emphasis”.

· The committee discussed point number 2 in the recommendation letter, which stipulates: “Student will have an identified M&S faculty to serve as advisor and who has funding to support the student for the remainder of the degree program”. The committee agreed to rephrase this sentence to the following: “Student will have an identified faculty conducting M&S research to serve as advisor. It is expected that the student will be supported through external or departmental funds in subsequent years.

· Gianluca De Leo raised a question of whether certificate programs will be qualified for the stipend. The committee agreed that the stipend should be used for degree programs only, to promote the recruitment and in-depth research in the field. However, the committee recognized that this does not mean that certificate programs are less important: rather each department should aim at creating certificate programs that has a natural continuity to degree programs.
· Course and Program Inventory:

· Miki Yoshimura reminded the committee members to send her M&S course information (Course listings and syllabus as well as faculty list) for inventory purposes.

· Phil Langlais emphasized the importance of creating the inventory. It not only serves marketing purposes, but it also has an important role to prove to the legislature of the legitimacy of our M&S programs.

· M&S Website: 

· John Sokolowski gave an update on the status of the M&S website project. Technical implementation is completed and the templates are ready. 
· Ginger Watson, Roland Mielke volunteered to work with John Sokolowski to come up with the headings and categories for the website. Holly Gaff will also be invited to be involved in this project. Mark Scerbo will delegate one person from his college.

· Networking and Information Distribution

· Phil Langlais announced that 

· Announcements:
· Following questions were raised by Gianluca De Leo and discussed by the committee.

· Do the stipend awardees have to be full time students? – Yes. It is the university policy.

· Do the students always have to take 601, 611 and 612 courses sequentially? – It depends on the background of the students and the prerequisites of the courses. The students can take the courses out of sequence, but it is better that they don’t.

· Schedule next meeting: Next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 6, 2008 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Miki Yoshimura   

01.24.2008

