Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

January 16, 2008

Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

· Present: Gianluca De Leo (HS), Kurt Gaubaz (A&L), Li Li (A&L), Li-Shi Lou (Sci), Rolans Mielke (Engnr), Mike Overstreet (Sci), Catherine Banks (VMASC), Ginger Watson (Edu), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Miki Yoshimura (OGS)

· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the Minutes of the January 9, 2008 meeting for approval, whereupon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously adopted, the minutes were approved as presented.

· Completion of 2007/2008 M&S Stipend: 

· Roland Mielke told the committee that Yue Feng is taking the additional stipend slot for Engineering.

· Mike Overstreet and Li-Shi Lou presented 9 candidates for Science/Math. Recommendation of the 9 students was approved by the committee.

· Miki Yoshimura will keep track of the E1S for the awardees.

· Distribution and processing of 2008/2009 stipend awards:
· The Committee agreed to the following allocation for AY 2008/2009: 12 $24,000 stipends will be allocated in the following manner: Engineering (4), Science (4), A&L (1), Education (1), Business (1), and HS (1). Phil Langlais will take this recommended allocation to the Executive Committee for final approval.

· Each college will have flexibility in terms of how the allocated stipend is spent. Some colleges might decide to add more departments’ funds sufficient to create additional awards at their disciplines’ competitive stipend level and to minimize internal conflict.

· Marketing: The committee agreed that increasing visibility of the program is an important task, and establishing a virtual presence is the first thing that needs to be done. It is important to provide web-based access to the university’s M&S programs that has a consistent look and feel, as well as to have links connected among all the disperse program information. Each member will gather the following information and submit to the committee at its next meeting: 

1) Programs offered (e.g., Certificates, emphases, tracks, etc.) and curriculum

2) Faculty with M&S research interest and funding

3) Students currently in program or graduated –with highlights

4) Courses offered

This information will be loaded into an agreed upon web template, and the information will also be used for the university catalog. Catherine Banks will check with Mike McGinnis on VMASC’s ability to establish this website. Maintenance and updates will be handled by the OGS.

· The committee also discussed ways to increase visibility including placing ads in national journals and creating brochures, as well as attending conferences. The committee agreed that those initiatives should be followed up once the virtual presence is established.

· Each college will make a priority list of highly qualified candidates for approval by the committee. If a higher ranked student declines the offer, then the program director is free to offer it to the next ranked applicant. If the stipend is not awarded to any of the approved list of ranked students by April 15, the money will go back to the pool and will be reallocated to another college.

· New program proposals: 

· Syllabus for DSCI 576 was distributed. Dean Chatfield was absent to discuss the syllabus, and the committee agreed to put it as an agenda item for the next meeting.

· The issue of prerequisites was discussed. As interdisciplinary programs, the committee would like to encourage students to take courses across the college borders; however, given the specialized nature of certain courses, prerequisites may pose issues. Phil Langlais suggested a competency exam to be considered to overcome the prerequisite complexities.

· Inventory of M&S courses: Phil Langlais reminded the committee members to send course information along with syllabi to the Office of Graduate Studies and Research for inventory purposes.

· Other: 

· MSIM 611 will be held on Thursdays from 4:20 to 7 p.m. in the Fall 2008 semester. The Minutes of the January 9, 2008 meeting will be amended to reflect the correction.

· MSIM 601 will be taught as a distance education module on Tuesdays from 7 p.m.

· Schedule next meeting: It was agreed that the M&S Steering Committee should meet every Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for the next few months. Next meeting will be on January 23, 2008.

Miki Yoshimura   
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