Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

February 4, 2009
Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:45 P.M.

· Present: Dean Chatfield (BU), Gianluca De Leo (HS), David Earnest (AL), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Roland Mielke (EN), Li-Shi- Luo (SC), Andreas Tolk (EN), Mark Scerbo (SC), Ginger Watson (ED), Holly Gaff (HS)
· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the Minutes of the January 28, 2009 meeting for approval, whereupon motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously adopted; the minutes were approved as presented.

· Update on the 2008/2009 M&S Stipend: 

· The committee discussed the nominees for the originally allocated to Business. There were three candidates from the College of Health Sciences, two from Education, and one from Sciences. The committee agreed on the importance of supporting all colleges with the M&S funding, and decided that the College of Education, currently having no recipient of M&S stipend, should receive the funding. Since there is a rule within the College of Education that the stipend amount per student should not exceed $15,000, a proposal was made to give $15,000 to the College of Education and the remainder ($8000) to the College of Health Sciences. The committee agreed on the proposal, and Phil Langlais asked the Colleges of Education and Health Sciences to promptly submit the names of the students who would be receiving the stipends.
· Course and Certificate Proposals: 

· Following three proposals were resubmitted to the committee with revisions reflecting the recommendations made by the committee during previous meeting. Holly Gaff spoke to the issues raised at the last meeting and additional questions raised during this meeting: 
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: Modeling and Simulation in Health Sciences
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: GPIS in Health Sciences
· Health Sciences Modeling and Simulation Certificate
· HLSC 795/895 Topics: Modeling and Simulation in Health Sciences: The proposal was approved by the committee with newly added revisions that the syllabus included the name of the textbook and indication that adequate time would be spent on covering the conceptual quantitative foundation. 

· HLSC 795/895 Topics: GIS in Health Sciences: The proposal was approved by the committee with added revisions that listed GEOG 402/502 or ESRI’s “Getting started with GIS” as prerequisites. They syllabus also contained a class session covering core GIS theoretical concepts.
· Health Sciences Modeling and Simulation Certificate: Gianluca De Leo announced that the College of Health Sciences will continue using the generic name for the certificate: Graduate Certificate in Modeling and Simulation. The proposal was approved by the committee. 
· Gianluca De Leo raised a question whether current students enrolled in courses listed in the certificate proposal would qualify for the certificate, as the certificate proposal indicates that the program would commence in spring 2009. Phil Langlais assured that the commencement of the certificate program does not have to be prior to students taking the courses. Students who have taken the required courses do qualify for the certificate.

· Holly Gaff made a recommendation that the Steering Committee should create a template for M&S course syllabi, so that instructors could ensure they would include all necessary components to make them appropriate for M&S courses. 
· M&S Website:
· Phil Langlais showed the Steering Committee members the current university website and pointed out how difficult it is for prospective students to get to program information. Phil Langlais announced that he would raise this issue with the Provost, graduate admissions and OCCS, and work toward getting the university website revamped, so that appropriate link to M&S contents can be created and made visible.  The committee discussed the importance of streamlined access to desired contents, and Phil Langlais pledged to work with OCCS in this effort.
· The committee had previously discussed that the M&S contents to be hosted under VMASC; however, the committee agreed that it would be better to have the contents hosted by the university.

· The committee requested that all previous meetings’ agendas and minutes be posted on the Office of Graduate Studies website.
· Li-Shi Luo made the recommendation that each department maintain an accurate and current listing and description of each M&S course and program. Furthermore, the department information will be the official and only listing to which links are established.

· Reporting of M&S activities and recommendations for better management of M&S activities:
· Mark Scerbo asked what elements should be included in the progress report. Phil Langlais announced that the purpose of the report is to demonstrate the M&S activities to the President, Provost, and the legislature. Each college should put together a report containing students in degree tracks and programs and certificate programs and specify their names, UIN, and their current enrollment status (first-year, second-year, third-year, etc.). Roland Mielke commented that each college should have a way of tracking the students of their progress in respective programs. 
· Other

· Roland Mielke announced that there is an internship opportunity at MYMIC LLC, which could turn into a job opportunity for M&S students. The committee members were asked to send Roland Mielke the names of any students interested in this opportunity.
· Roland Mielke asked if any of the faculty members were interested in volunteering in working with Bill Tucker on revitalizing M&S certification process. Interested faculty members were asked to contact Roland Mielke.

· Mark Scerbo commented on his observations of the M&S Leadership Summit. He commented on the possibilities of providing local M&S talent to help Congressman/proponent of M&S, Mr. Forbes. The committee discussed ways to achieve collaboration with government officials to help them make informed decisions about M&S spending. 

· Ginger Watson announced if the committee members knew of any students who might be interested in participating in the NASA/NIA pilot of M&S Challenge to let her know.

· Andreas Tolk announced that he is currently supporting the experimentation directorate of US JFCOM in their effort to integrate experts in the domains of Human Sciences, Social Sciences, Cultural Sciences and Behavioral Sciences and enable and encourage sharing of data and results to the mutual benefit. He expressed that the common development, application, and federation of M&S is one of the focus areas and may be used to raise the awareness of the approach at ODU that already supports this kind of collaboration, as M&S faculty members have been representing these areas in the steering committee.

· Schedule of Spring 2009 M&S Steering Committee Meetings:

· The committee will meet again on February 18, 2009.  
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