Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

February 27, 2008

Koch Hall Board Room

11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

· Present: Gianluca De Leo (HS), Mark Scerbo (Sci), Catherine Banks (VMASC), Phil Langlais (Vice Provost and Chair), Andreas Tolk (Engnr), Mike Overstreet (Sci), Dean Chatfield (Bus), Kurt Gaubaz (A&L), Li Li (A&L), Li-Shi Lou (Sci), Gary Morrison (Edu), Ginger Watson (Edu), Miki Yoshimura (OGS)

· Approval of Minutes: Phil Langlais presented to the Steering Committee the minutes of the February 13, 2008 meeting for approval. A question was raised by Gianluca De Leo; Health Sciences has Doctoral programs that are not PhD (such as DPT or DNP), and if they could be considered for the M&S stipend, as one of the criteria for the stipend is that the student is in the PhD or Master’s degree program. The committee agreed to revise the second bullet point in the minutes under AY 2008/2009 Stipends – Revised Recommendations to the Executive Committee as follows: “The committee discussed point number 1 of the recommendation letter that stipulates to recruit highly qualified students into PhD Doctoral programs (1st priority) or Master’s degree programs (2nd priority)”.  The minutes were approved as amended by all present.
· Update on the 2007/2008 M&S Stipend: 

· Phil Langlais reminded the committee members that separate E1Ss for Summer 08 will have to be submitted. If the award letter did not include the Summer semester, a new letter for Summer 08 will have to be issued.
· Reallocation of Traci Sievenpiper’s (Math) Summer Stipend Award:
· Li-Shi Lou reported to the committee of the situation, and based on the agreement that was made by the Steering Committee during last meeting, Li-Shi Lou will identify a qualified student for committee approval at the next meeting. 
· AY 2008/2009 Stipends – Revised Recommendations to the Executive Committee: 

· Phil Langlais reported to the committee that the revised recommendation letter has been sent to the Executive Committee. The members of the Executive Committee will vote on the approval of the criteria by the end of this week. Phil Langlais will notify the Steering Committee members as soon as the approval has been granted, to start using the allocated stipend to recruit new students.  

· Curriculum:

· Gianluca De Leo distributed a handout (Attachment A) and asked the following questions: 1) Can the college offer a single class for 2 or 3 credit hours? –The committee agreed that it is possible. 2) Can the DNP program that is displayed in Attachment 1 be called M&S program? –The committee agreed that at a minimum, students would be required to complete an M&S certificate approved by the Steering Committee. The committee noted that most degree programs do not have room to incorporate M&S courses. In such cases, students may take the core M&S courses in addition to the courses required to complete the degree to obtain a certificate. Mark Scerbo suggested that the first step is to find out if there are any students who will be interested in taking additional M&S courses outside of DNP required courses.

· Gianluca De Leo presented the syllabus for HLSC 715/815 (Attachment B). He raised a question of how to identify M&S courses from other courses. The committee discussed what constitutes an M&S course, and what should go into the M&S inventory of courses. Phil Langlais emphasized that it is important to keep the standard high and not to lower the threshold. The committee agreed that the course inventory should only include graduate level courses that are part of the M&S degree (emphasis/track) or certificate programs.
· M&S Website: 

· Catherine Banks reported to the committee on behalf of John Sokolowski the progress of launching the M&S website. It was announced that the draft is ready and can be shown to the committee at the next meeting.
· Ginger Watson also reported to the committee that the website will be consistent with the university format and layout. Li-Shi-Lou stressed that the website should be comprehensive, coherent and concise, and each college should handle the changes in an uniform fashion.  
· The maintenance issue was discussed. It was agreed that the links should be kept minimum and the maintenance should be conducted annually.  

· Schedule next meeting: The date of the next meeting will be announced by Phil Langlais. 
Miki Yoshimura   
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