Darden College of Education

Criteria for Doctoral Faculty Status
Regular Doctoral Certification

Doctoral certification enables faculty members to participate in all phases of graduate education including the chairing of doctoral dissertation committees and instruction at the 800-level.  Faculty must be certified for “graduate instruction” by the College in accordance with guidelines in the faculty handbook.  A copy of the certification of faculty for graduate instruction, graduate Form 18 and any accompanying documentation must be forwarded to the Office of the Associate Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies.  Under no circumstances should an individual without a terminal degree serve on a dissertation committee.  The following criteria for certification should be considered minimal; it is expected that most applicants shall exceed them.
Dissertation Committee service requirements for full-time ODU faculty:
1.  Faculty must be approved for graduate status by the College in accordance with guidelines in the faculty handbook.  All committee members must hold a terminal degree in their field.

2. During the previous five year, faculty must show evidence of continued scholarly productivity through a minimum of two published articles in nationally recognized peer-reviewed journals or one scholarly book published by a reputable publishing house.  Up to two research reports for grants of which the faculty member was the principal investigator may be substituted for up to two referred journal or for a scholarly book. 
Chair of doctoral dissertation committee requirements for full-time ODU faculty:
1. Chairs of committees must be approved for graduate status by the College in accordance with guidelines in the faculty handbook.  All committee members must hold a terminal degree in their field.

2. Chairs must show evidence of continued scholarly productivity through a minimum of three published articles in nationally recognized peer-reviewed journals, or one scholarly book published by a reputable publishing house, or substantial funded research within the most recent five year period. Up to three research reports for grants of which the chair was the principal investigator may be substituted for up to two referred journal or for a scholarly book. 
3. Chairs of committees must be a full-time faculty member in the Darden College of Education or a faculty administrator whose appointment is in the college. All exceptions must be approved by the Dean.
Provisional Doctoral Certification

A chair or director may request provisional doctoral certification for a faculty member to serve on a dissertation committee or as dissertation chair, if he/she has held a terminal degree for less than four years and his/her specialty is deemed to be essential to a given doctoral or other terminal degree program.  
Non-University Membership

Committee membership may be extended to scholars outside of ODU, if they have specialized knowledge of the dissertation’s subject matter and if they meet the criteria for the College’s Ph.D.-level certification. Voting privileges can be provided such specialists upon the recommendation of the chair and approval of the graduate program director and the college dean.  Adjunct faculty members who are certified for graduate instruction may be appointed as voting members of the committee upon the recommendation of the director of the dissertation committee and approval of the graduate program director and the college dean.
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