Notes from Meeting of M&S Steering Committee

December 5, 2007

Room 2004 Constant Hall

11:00 A.M. – 12 noon

· Present: Nine members

· MSIM 601, 611, 612: The required M&S overview courses were reviewed.

· MSIM 601: Introduction to M&S I one course overview of M&S open to students with backgrounds that include calculus, probability and statistics, and computer science. Offered fall and spring. Offered spring 2008 on Wednesdays from 5:45 to 7:00 in a hybrid format.

· MSIM 611: Fundamentals of M&S I – first of two courses open to students with college algebra. To be offered in fall 2008; schedule preference is for one 3-hour class per week in late afternoon or evening.

· MSIM 612: Fundamentals of M&S II – second of two courses open to students who have completed MSIM 611. To be offered in spring 2009.

· M&S Stipend Awards – spring/summer 2008: The committee agreed on the following points concerning the distribution of the spring/summer 2008 M&S assistantships.

· The award letter presented to student recipient would contain a paragraph explaining that accepting the award obligates them to participate in their program’s M&S certificate program or M&S degree emphasis. A copy of the award letter must be sent to Phil Langlais for tracking.

· The program that accept an M&S assistantship must submit their plan for an M&S certificate or M&S degree emphasis during spring 2008.

· Each program with an approved M&S certificate or M&S degree emphasis must be reported to Phil Langlais each time one of their M&S students completes an M&S certificate or M&S degree.

· Phil Langlais will produce and disseminate instructions for processing the M&S assistantship pay authorization forms as soon as possible.

· The assistantships will carry a stipend of $12,000 for spring/summer 2008. Programs are responsible for providing tuition waivers if they wish.

· M&S Stipend Awards – AY 2008-2009: The committee made the following recommendation concerning M&S assistantships for academic year 2008-2009.

· The committee would like to allocate M&S assistantships to M&S programs early in Spring 2008. The strategy for this allocation will be determined at the next meeting of the M&S Steering Committee to be held early in the spring 2008 semester. Once awarded to a program, the program then has the responsibility to recruit students to fill their assistantship positions; the Steering Committee will not be involved in this program-level decision-making.

· The M&S assistantship funds should be used to attract new students to the M&S programs; the committee would like to be in a position to make offers in the February-March timeframe.

· Programs that have developed proposals for M&S certificate programs or M&S degree emphasis programs will distribute those plans to committee members. The proposals will be reviewed at the M&S Steering Committee meeting that follows the distribution of the proposal.

· The M&S Steering Committee agreed that it would be useful to develop a university-wide inventory of M&S courses. Roland Mielke offered to receive course information from the departments and colleges and maintain the course listing. The listing would be distributed to committee members for use in their college’s programs.

· Schedule next meeting: It was agreed that the M&S Steering Committee should meet next shortly after returning from the holiday break. No date for that meeting was set.

Roland Mielke
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