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TO THE STUDENT

This book contains no chapter attempting to persuade you that the
study of the English language is interesting, or enjoyable, or even rele-
vant. Such a chapter could have little effect on your decision to pick up
the book in the first place and so would waste space. You probably have
the book in hand because you are enrolled in a course which uses it. And
you are enrolled because you have been required to or because the
course has a good reputation. A course’s reputation can derive from the
course text, but it rarely does. Good reputations derive more often from
good teachers. My hope, as the author of this book, is that good teachers
can use it. My conviction is that, in the hands of a good teacher, the con-
tent itself will convince you in the doing that it merits your time and
effort. Hopefully, you will find yourself fascinated by the material—
perhaps scratching your head and wondering why, because on the sur-
face the subject matter is dry. If it does interest you, this is because you
are not really studying something out there—as you do in chemistry, or
physics, or even biology (as fashionable as ecology is)—you are in fact
studying and learning about yourself.

TO THE TEACHER

Chapters 2 through 10 are generally inductive: facts and examples
precede generalizations and definitions where possible. When general
concepts are presented, explicit discussion of theoretical controversies
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is avoided. But the price of the inductive orientation on the one hand
and the polemical calm on the other is a relatively abstract and deductive
first chapter. Few students will derive full benefit from one reading of
the introductory chapter. You should probably emphasize this to them
and recommend that they reread it occasionally as they learn their way
through the other chapters. You may even choose to begin the course
with the second chapter and assign the first one when you think sufficient
groundwork has been laid. However, I recommend assigning and re-
assigning the first chapter from the outset so that the conceptual frame-
work it provides can lend added coherence to the details treated in later
chapters, and these in turn can lend depth of insight to later readings of
the introduction.

TO THOSE WHO HELPED

Each of the following persons has contributed in a special way to my
work on this book: Michael Squires, Wilson Snipes, Edwin Robinson,
Roger Cole, Robert O’'Hara, Herbert J. Addison, Herman Makler, Coral
Tysliava, Robert E. Callary, Brenda Griggs, and Sharon Broyles. I thank
them all most sincerely. This is a better book because they helped, and
would probably be even more improved if 1 had made full use of their
kind assistance. What weaknesses remain are my own doing. Next I
thank the nearly two dozen groups of students whose inquisitiveness,
frustration, and even tears, but most especially whose patience helped
me during a four-year period to adapt and relate highly abstract and
sometimes diffuse materials to their needs. I wish also to thank David P.
Harris, who over the years has been to me a model of the careful and
thorough scholar. If these qualities are at all present in this book, they .
are there because he taught me them. Finally, and most importantly,
I thank my wife, Carol. Only she can know how important a role she has
played in bringing this work to completion.

J.P.B.
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