ENGLISH 450-550: AMERICAN ENGLISH (REVISED)

John P. Broderick  

Summer, 2005; Tue. & Thu., 4:45-7:45 p.m.; Virginia Beach Higher Education Center, Old Dominion University

Campus Office:  BAL 419 (MWF 12:30-1:30); Office Phone: 683-4029; Office hours in classroom at VBHEC: TR: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.  Course text: Language in the USA:  Themes for the Twenty-first Century edited by Edward Finegan and John R. Rickford. (This book will be referred to as F&R in this syllabus.  Other readings and handouts are linked to this syllabus at John Broderick’s website:)

http://courses.lib.odu.edu/engl/jpbroder/courses.html
The course focuses on linguistic variation within American English, both dialects (regional and social) and styles.  These issues will be addressed using the methodology, research findings, and theoretical perspectives of descriptive linguistics, sociolinguistics, historical linguistics, and dialect geography.  Cultural issues related to American English are also covered.  

There will be a quiz on assigned readings on every day when no other test is scheduled  (11 quizzes @ 10 points each, counted as 100 points, thus allowing you to miss one quiz without a penalty or to earn 10 extra points).  Quizzes must be taken in class on the day scheduled and cannot be made up. The quizzes will be specific and will require you to give examples (cited language) of concepts or phenomena discussed in the reading.  It will therefore be necessary not only to read the assignments, but to take notes, study the notes, and even do any exercises that might be included in the reading. All quizzes will be written in one 8 and 1/2 by 11 inch blue examination booklet.  Please bring one on the day of the first quiz.

Different performance expectations in 450 and 550:

(1) Graduate students enrolled in English 550 will be graded using the different, graduate, grading scale (where no D grades are allowed; i.e. all grades below C- are failing grades).  (2) Even though undergraduate students will be expected to perform on a high upper-division undergraduate level on quizzes and tests, graduate students will be expected to perform on an even higher level to earn any given grade. (3) Graduate students will write course papers of at least 3000 words in length (c.12 double-spaced pages or more, if the Arial 12-point type font is used, one-inch margins); undergraduate students will write course papers of at least 2000 words in length (c. 8 pages or more).

Course Calendar:   

Tue. 5/10


Course Introduction; The Structure of Language

English Sounds (Phonology)

Thu. 5/12
 Quiz # 1 (10 points)

Read Handout: Chapter 1:  Language Structure: An Overview
Read Handout: English Sounds (Phonology)
Read Handout: One: Language (pp. 1-10)
English Sounds (Phonology: Transcription Practice)

English Words (Morphology)
Tue. 5/17
 Quiz # 2 (10 points)

Read Handout: Chapter 2:  English Morphology
English Words (Morphology: Work with Exercises)

Overview of Language Variation (JPB’s Model: Dialects)
Thu. 5/19
  Quiz # 3 (10 points)

Read Handout: Chapter 3: Basic Grammatical Concepts
Read Handout: One: Language (pp. 11-23)
English Sentences  (Syntax)

Overview of Language Variation (JPB’s Model: Styles)

Tue 5/24 Quiz # 4 (10 points)

Read F&R pp. 3-17 and 18-38

American English:  Its Origins and History

American English: Its Distinctiveness
Thu.. 5/26  Quiz # 5 (10 points)

Read F&R pp. 39-57 and 92-112

Read Handout: A National Map of the Regional Dialects of Am. English 

Regional Dialects

The Dictionary of American Regional English (DARE)

The TELSUR Project 

Tue. 5/31 (Study for First Exam) 

First Exam (100 points)

Thu. 6/2 Quiz # 6 (10 points)


Read Handout: The Reflection of Social Processes in Linguistic Structures
Read F&R pp. 58-75

Read Handout: Driving Forces in Linguistic Change
The Social Stratification of English in New York City

Social Varieties of American English

The Interaction between Regional and Social Dialect Variation

Tue. 6/7
Quiz # 7 (10 points)

Read F&R pp. 76-91 and 305-318

Read Handout: The Five Clocks of Martin Joos:  . . .
Read Handout:  Casual, Careful, and Formal Styles of English: . . .
AAVE and Ebonics

JPB on Joos (updated JPB model)
Thu. 6/9
 Quiz # 8 (10 points)

Read F&R pp. 375-386

Read Handout: Usage Variation in Written English
Eble on Slang

JPB on Writing Styles
Tue. 6/14 Quiz # 9 (10 points)

Read F&R pp. 339-360, 361-374, and 410-429

Language in Education 

Adolescent Language

Language, Gender, and Sexuality

Thu. 6/16 (Study for Second Exam) 

Second Exam (100 points)

Tue. 6/21 ALL course papers are due (100 points)

Presentations of Student Papers

(Graduate Students: 15 minutes; Undergraduates: 10 minutes)

Quiz # 10 (10 points) -- on papers presented that evening

Thu. 6/23
 

Presentations of Student Papers

(Graduate Students: 15 minutes; Undergraduates: 10 minutes)
Quiz # 11 (10 points) -- on papers presented that evening

Course Paper Assignment

1.  You may write a paper that, in a journal format, interacts with all the course material, and in a variety of ways.  You can do exercises or evaluate issues by relating them to your own situation as a user of English:  How do the facts of regional and social dialects, of your spoken styles (casual and careful) and written styles (informal and formal), etc. in your speech community relate to ideas being treated in the course?

2. You may choose two chapters in the course text that were not otherwise assigned in the syllabus and, after reading them carefully, write a paper in which you compare their contents, showing how they are related to each other and evaluating and analyzing their content in light of all of the other material (readings and course lectures) that were presented in this class. 

3. You may do a library-research paper on any topic treated in the course.  You must discuss such a project with me and obtain my guidance and approval.  Such papers must relate closely both to the conceptual framework and research methods presented in the course readings and lectures.  The very short time frame of the course probably makes it impossible to do a paper that makes significant use of elicited data, but if you have an idea for such a paper, we can discuss it.

Course Policies
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A university course is a very special learning experience. To justify the assembly of students and professor at a specified place and time week after week, something must happen there that cannot happen in any other way -- not by reading textbooks, not by reading the notes of others, not by conversing informally with the professor or with other students. What happens is that minds work together: the attention of many is focused on the words of one -- usually, but not always, the professor. It is not the same as viewing a lecture on television or even attending one in a large auditorium. I consider it my responsibility as a teacher to read your reactions to what I and others say. If I do not sense comprehension, I will restate, rephrase, re-exemplify. Your responsibility as students is to act on the information between the time it enters your eyes and ears and is stored in your mind. If something is not clear to you, please say so. Force me to make it clear. If enough of you do this, the time we spend together this term will indeed be special.

Throughout the semester, please keep this firmly in mind: Teaching is not just a job to me; it is a vocation (a calling). As a college professor, I am also required to do research and writing, and administrative and committee work, but nothing in my professional life is more important than helping you learn. If you have any problems of any kind related to this course, please talk to me. You may do so after class, you may come during my office hours, you may make an appointment, or you may call me either in my office or at home. I promise to do my very best to help you in every way that I can to get the most from this course.

Please also keep this in mind: If, during the term, you have to miss any classes, remember that you will learn less. A course grade is a measure of knowledge gained through full participation in the course experience, and you cannot earn a given grade unless you participate to the degree that grade demands. Even a doctor's appointment or personal crises that keep you from class will necessarily affect how much you learn. In such cases, I will do everything that I can to help you compensate for lost time, but you have to face reality. Just as you cannot physically be in two places at one time, neither can your mind. You have to be here to experience the stimulus and growth necessary to earn university credit. (Please don't make any decisions about dropping the course without first getting my advice.)

And finally, please keep this in mind: Only one person may speak at a time in this class. If you have something to say, please raise your hand, and I will give you the floor. If you need to consult with another student privately, please politely leave the room to do so. I find it impossible to stay focused on what I am teaching if other conversations are going on, even brief and quiet ones. I and your fellow students will greatly appreciate your cooperation on this matter!

In order to assure the intellectual integrity of the course and fairness to all, I will follow these policies:

A. Grading: The final letter grade will be assigned on the basis of a percentage of the total points available. (See the course outline for this total and for the breakdown.) 93-100=A, 90-92.99=A-, 87-89.99=B+,83-86.99=B, 80-82.99=B-, 77-79.99=C+, 73-76.99=C, 70-72.99=C-, 67-69.99=D+, 63-66.99=D, 60-62.99=D-, 0-59.99=F.

B. No extra credit.

C. You cannot be sure of credit for any test or assignment unless you take the test or hand in the assignment on time. However, you may arrange a make-up with me within one week of the due date. I will accept such make-ups, but I will not grade them, and I do not commit myself to grade them. I will file them and decide at the end of the semester, on the basis of other work you have done, whether to grade them or not and whether to count them as more than zero. If I do decide to grade them, I will do so without prejudice; i.e., you will not be penalized because of lateness. Late tests and assignments, even if I do eventually grade them, will never be returned. (Quizzes are an integral part of the class experience, and therefore cannot be made up, no matter what the reason for absence.)

D. You are required to know about all matters treated in every class, whether you are there or not. This includes the lecture, class discussion, handouts, announcements about changes in the course outline, and announcements about changes in test dates or test matter.

E. A reminder about the university policy on withdrawal from classes (please see p. 52 of the 2004-2006 Catalog for details): If you formally withdraw before the end of the 6th day of the semester, no record of the course will appear on your transcript.  If you formally withdraw before the end of the eighth week of the semester (or similar fraction of a nonsemester course), the grade of W will be assigned.  Withdrawal after that date is not normally permitted.  However, you may withdraw after that date if you submit a formal petition (that I and the department chair must both approve and sign) in which you provide evidence of illness or other severe hardship.  If you stop attending and do not submit and have the formal petition approved, then the grade of WF will be assigned, unless your performance up to the date you stopped attending was F, in which case F will be assigned.  The grade of WF will carry no grade points but will be computed in the grade point average.
F. Please see pp. 14 and 15 of the 2004-2006 Catalog for a complete description of ODU’s Honor System.  The following honor pledge applies to all work that you do in this course:  "I pledge to support the Honor System of Old Dominion University. I will refrain from any form of academic dishonesty or deception, such as cheating or plagiarism. I am aware that as a member of the academic community, it is my responsibility to turn in all suspected violators of the Honor System. I will report to an Honor Council hearing if summoned." (It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is and to avoid even the appearance of it.)

